
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

As Mathematicians, we will… 

Go back to basics and work on our 

understanding of place value, however this 

time we will also be pushing ourselves to 

using decimals. This will mean we will look 

at rounding decimals, money and solving 

money related problems. Later in the half 

term we will explore symmetry. Throughout 

the half term there will be a focus on 

multiplication, including times table, factors, 

factor pairs and multiples. Sumdog is a great 

way of increasing speed with times tables! 

 

 

As authors, we will… 

Complete the 500 Word Challenge  

We will be working on our fairy tales with a twist. We will then 

be creating playscripts so that the characters we have created 

can be brought to life and acted out in groups. To do this 

successfully, we will need to recognise the importance of stage 

directions, so we know how to act. To help us learn about stage 

directions, we will be looking at poor examples and improving 

them – using our knowledge of adverbs from last term.  We will 

then use the playscripts to voice our stop motion videos.  

As authors we will be working more on punctuation, thinking 

about when it is needed in our work. We will be using some 

actions for punctuation, so that children recognise how to treat 

punctuation, for example, pausing. By doing this, we hope 

children will recognise the use of punctuation more.  

As readers, we will… 

Continue with whole class guided reading. We will also take 

part in World Book Day. We will be exploring the picture book 

Journey by Aaron Becker, to explore all about imagination and 

imaginary worlds! 

Children should bring reading records into school daily and 

change banded books weekly.  

 

As scientists, we will… 

Investigate Sound, having covered light last half term. 

We will investigate how sounds are created by 

movement and vibrations. Children will have a very 

practical set of science lessons which will see children 

making cup and string telephones and investigating 

the pitch of water bottle musical instruments.  

We will also design and conduct a fair test 

investigating how far sounds from musical 

instruments can travel. Will higher or lower pitched 

sounds travel further? 

As athletes, we will… 

Be developing our teamwork skills with various invasions 

games. There will be a focus on developing tactics within 

games which children can then apply to sporting 

situations. We will also be pursuing the mile a day 

challenge, aiming to complete 7 laps of our track each 

day, weather permitting.  

As historians, we will… 

Be learning about the history of stop motion. Through 

our topic work we will be discussing the similarities 

and differences of stop motion today compared to 

when it was first explored in 1902.    

 

 

 As theologians, we will… 

Be looking at the Easter Story. We will create ‘I 

wonder’ questions about Jesus and Easter and 

introduce the term ‘Salvation’.  We will link Easter 

with various emotions and link this to the film 

‘Inside Out’ where children will design a new 

character, Hope.  

Our work will finish with a visit to our church to 

investigate how the church is preparing for Easter 

and children will be tasked to find evidence in the 

church that Easter is approaching. 

 

As explorers, we will… 

Create the shoe box backdrops for our animation 

films which children designed before half term. Using 

these backgrounds and plastersine models, pupils will 

turn their fairy tales into animated films using the 

stop motion app on the i-pads.  

We will be exploring adding music to our own films, 

checking to see if our created music fits with the tone 

and mood of our film. 

The topic will finish with a visit to the Station Cinema 

where children will watch their own movies on the 

Big Screen! 

As geographers we will… 

Be exploring Fair Trade. We will be learning about the 

importance of Fair Trade and where we get our foods 

from. We will be using our research to inform visitors to 

our school ‘Fair Trade Cafe.’ 



 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Walter and Jeff 

Walter and Jeff (who is sporting a wonderful new eye 

patch) are still thoroughly enjoying visiting children’s 

homes for the weekend. 

Children will continue to host the class mascots for the 

weekend as a reward for being ‘Star of the Week’.  

Please do not feel pressured to do anything special. A 

quick picture or short write up into the book is enough.    

 

 

PE 

Children will have their PE lesson on a Friday. However children should have a PE kit in school every 

day. Children will be receiving specialist PE input from Middlesbrough Football Club.   

 

 

 

 

 

Water Bottles 

We encourage all children to bring a water 

bottle into school and both Mr Wells’ class and 

Miss Juden’s class have space next to the sink 

for them to kept with easy access during 

lessons. The value of staying hydrated cannot 

be underestimated and its impact on learning 

is well document in research. However this 

must be water only, not fizzy or sugary drinks.  

 

  

Homework 

Children will no longer receive weekly spellings via DB. The approach to spellings will be changing. 

Instead of weekly spelling tests children are going to have focused teaching of spellings each week. 

This will include investigations of different sounds and spelling patterns. Children will be encouraged 

to spot patterns and links so that they can become better independent spellers.  

However, if you do still want to practise spellings with your child, there are activities available on DB 

and the website ‘spellingframe.co.uk’ may also be useful.  

Children will continue their homework learning logs, which builds directly upon the work we do in 

class but children have the opportunity to take the learning in any direction they want. We aim to 

develop research skills, presentation, creativity and independence.  

Examples will be shown to children to give them further ideas. We share homework as a class and 

praise all efforts made with homework. This also provides children with a good opportunity to steal 

good ideas for future weeks.  

We hope that you see this as an opportunity to discuss your child’s learning with them as well as a 

good opportunity to delve deeper into an area of interest or learn new knowledge to teach peers in 

class. Hopefully children will be inspired to be curious, engaged and independent with their learning.  

  

 RECOMMENDED READING 

We strongly encourage all children to read for pleasure as often as possible. Children have been issued with 

purple reading record which we expect to be brought into school every day.  

 Here are a few suggestions if you’re struggling to think of what to read: 

Year 4: 

The Tales of Olga da Polga by Michael Bond 

Little Wolf by Ian Whybrow 

Angels Unlimited by Annie Dalton 

Year 3: 

Mrs Cockle’s Cat by Phillipa Pearce  

Trouble at the Mill by Philip Wooderson  

Rainbow Magic by Daisy Meadows  


