
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

As Mathematicians, we will… 

Refresh our knowledge of subtraction, 

focusing on column methods which require 

exchanging and then we’ll apply subtraction 

to problem solving. We will also look at 

measures, including converting mm, cm, m 

and km, again we will apply these skills to 

solving problems. Later in the half term 

Year 3 and 4 will work separately to work 

on areas of the curriculum specific to them. 

Year 4 will look at formal methods of 

division while Y3 will look at division by 

grouping. Children will also focus on 

statistics on a Friday morning.  

 

 

As authors, we will… 

 

Be using ‘Lost Words’ as the basis for our English work. We will 

be having a stronger focus on vocabulary and understanding 

the real meaning and word class behind the terms we come 

across. We will be looking at ‘Dandelions’ and producing our 

own magazine articles all about them. We will also be looking 

at a poem called ‘Newt’ and exploring the features of non-

fiction in more depth. We will finish the short half term by 

looking at producing a biography to link to our topic, all about 

David Attenborough.   

As readers, we will… 

 

Continue with whole class guided reading. We are going to be 

looking at features of non-fiction writing in our sessions. We 

will be practicing echo-reading and will be developing 

questions based on a text. We will also be focusing on likes, 

dislikes, questions and connections between the texts that we 

read, and summarising our learning through games such as 

‘Pointless’.  

Children should bring reading records into school daily and 

change banded books weekly.  

 

As scientists, we will… 

Investigate plants, identifying the roles of different 

parts of plants. We will look at different examples of 

plants from around the world and celebrate the 

wonderful differences between them. Children will 

also plan and carry out experiments aimed at 

identifying what plants need to survive. Both classes 

in competition to grow the best sunflower. I wonder 

which class will create the best conditions? 

Later in the term we will investigate plant’s life cycles 

and focus on seed dispersal, culminating with pupils 

designing their own ‘super plant’.  

As athletes, we will… 

Be developing throwing and catching skills. These will be 

applied to various games such as benchball and 

basketball where different types passes will be practiced. 

We will also be pursuing the mile a day challenge, aiming 

to complete 7 laps of our track each day, weather 

permitting.  

As historians, we will… 

Be learning about the history of the wonders of the 

world. We will touch upon the ancient wonders of the 

world and why they are so fascinating. We will also 

look at chronology of when ‘wonders of the world’ 

were discovered.  

 

As theologians, we will… 

Be exploring different biblical stories that explore 

concepts of being neighbourly, friendly and 

helpful. We will be thinking a lot about who our 

‘neighbours’ are and who we could help, or drawn 

upon to help us. We will also be exploring 

different scenarios and pinpointing what we 

would do in that situation, but also what a 

Christian would do. We will be looking for 

similarities and differences.  

 

As explorers, we will… 

 

Be exploring seasonality thorough our DT. We will be 

looking at where different foods come from, what 

seasonality means and why it is important to eat foods 

when they are in season. We will be using our learning 

to create seasonal meal ideas and also link to our 

geography learning by discovering what people in 

other countries eat too.  

 

As geographers we will… 

Be exploring the seven natural wonders of the world. 

We will be asking geographical questions and finding 

out the answers. We wil be comparing the location of 

the wonders with a place in Richmond too. We will be 

exploring both human and physical features of places 

nearby and in different countries.  



 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Walter and Jeff 

Walter and Jeff (who is sporting a wonderful new eye 

patch) are still thoroughly enjoying visiting children’s 

homes for the weekend. 

Children will continue to host the class mascots for the 

weekend as a reward for being ‘Star of the Week’.  

Please do not feel pressured to do anything special. A 

quick picture or short write up into the book is enough.    

 

 

PE 

Children will have their PE lesson on a Friday. However children should have a PE kit in school every 

day. Children will be receiving specialist PE input from Middlesbrough Football Club.   

Miss Juden’s class will also need their swimming kits on a Monday . We will be swimming Monday 

afternoon.  

 

 

 

 

Water Bottles 

We encourage all children to bring a water 

bottle into school and both Mr Wells’ class and 

Miss Juden’s class have space next to the sink 

for them to kept with easy access during 

lessons. The value of staying hydrated cannot 

be underestimated and its impact on learning 

is well document in research. However this 

must be water only, not fizzy or sugary drinks.  

 

  

Homework 

Children will no longer receive weekly spellings via DB. Instead of weekly spelling tests children are 

going to have focused teaching of spellings each week. This will include investigations of different 

sounds and spelling patterns. Children will be encouraged to spot patterns and links so that they can 

become better independent spellers.  

However, if you do still want to practise spellings with your child, there are activities available on DB 

and the website ‘spellingframe.co.uk’ may also be useful. 

Examples will be shown to children to give them further ideas. We share homework as a class and 

praise all efforts made with homework. This also provides children with a good opportunity to steal 

good ideas for future weeks. We have also recently started a homework recognition wall.  

We hope that you see this as an opportunity to discuss your child’s learning with them as well as a 

good opportunity to delve deeper into an area of interest or learn new knowledge to teach peers in 

class. Hopefully children will be inspired to be curious, engaged and independent with their learning.  

  

 
RECOMMENDED READING 

We strongly encourage all children to read for pleasure as often as possible. Children have been issued with 

purple reading record which we expect to be brought into school every day.  

 Here are a few suggestions if you’re struggling to think of what to read: 

Year 4: 

The Watchers by Helen Creswell  

Awful Auntie by David Walliams 

The Boy Who Could Fly by Sally Gardner 

Year 3: 

Animals of Farthing Wood by Colin Dann  

Dog in the Dungeon by Lucy Daniels  

The Revolting Rabbles by Susan Gates  


