
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Great Places and 

Spaces in the U.K 

‘The Queen’s 

Handbag’ 

 

As Mathematicians, we will be building on our 

knowledge in; 

 Number bonds  

 3D shape  

 Position and Direction 

 Odd and even numbers 

 

We will also be working on our 

Mental Maths and practising our 

SMIRFS on a regular basis. 

As authors, we will explore the story ‘The Queen’s 

Handbag’, where bandit swan steals the Queen’s 

handbag and takes it on a journey around the U.K 

visiting a range of landmarks.  We will be retelling the 

story and creating our own stories using different 

landmarks from our local area. 

During our Phonics and English lessons we will be 

exploring different spelling, punctuation and grammar 

techniques and applying our skills in our writing. 

As readers, we will be using our Phonics and spelling 

pattern knowledge to decode words and answer 

retrieval questions about different texts. 

As scientists, we will be learning all about 

animals including humans. We will be classifying 

animals as well as looking at their habitats. We 

will learn what animals need to survive and how 

we can take care of them properly. When 

focusing on humans we will look at different 

parts of the body and how we can keep fit and 

healthy.  

 

 

 

As athletes, we will explore team game skills with 

Maz from Middlesbrough Football Club. 

We also start to practise a variety of sporting skills 

ready for Sports Day. 

 

 

As theologians, Year 2 will be looking at the story 

of creation and what that means to Christians. 

Year 1 will be looking at various stories from the 

Bible and discussing the meaning behind them.  

 

As historians, we will be 

learning about different 

landmarks and how their 

appearance and uses have 

changed over time. 

As geographers, we will be 

using the book ‘The Queen’s 

Handbag’ to explore British 

landmarks and landmarks in 

our local area. 

We will be locating the 

different countries within the 

U.K, their capitals and places 
of interest. 

 

As computer 

technicians, we 

will be using 

technology to 

create digital 

content e.g. 

knowing how to 

change the 

size/colour of 

font. We also 

continue or work 

on algorithms.  

 

As musicians, we will 

be listening to a 

range of live and 

recorded music from 

around the U.K.  We 

will get the 

opportunity to 

perform the national 

anthems from the 

different countries 

within the U.K and 

we will discuss 

likes/dislikes and the 

history of different 

songs. 

As artists, we will be 

using a variety of 

resources to create art 

working linking to 

British landmarks such 

as the Angel of the 

North.  We will be 

using techniques such 

as weaving and 

printing.  

As designer and 

makers, we will be 

creating our very own 

landmarks from 

around the U.K using 

junk modelling and 

clay. 

As explorers, we will be exploring different U.K 

landmarks and how local landmarks have changed 

in the past and present. 

As experts, we will be able to locate a variety of 

different U.K landmarks and compare them to our 

local landmarks. We will be able to identify the 

countries in the U.K and their capital cities. 

 



 
 

 

Welcome back!  I hope you all had an amazing Easter holiday and are feeling rested ready for the busy half term ahead. 

This term we will be starting our really exciting topic ‘Great places and spaces in the U.K’ so we will be learning in a cross curricular 

way using the story ‘The Queen’s Handbag’. 

The children will be set homework every Friday which will need to be completed and returned the following Wednesday.  This will 

consist of one piece of either Literacy or Numeracy each week and some spellings that will relate to the spelling patterns the children 

have been learning in their daily phonics sessions. The children’s homework may often be set on DB, the children have their logins 

stapled into the front of their reading planners. We would also like the children to read at home three or four times a week.  We have 

a good range of reading books in Key Stage One and the children are allowed to independently change their reading books once they 

have finished their previous book.   

This half term all KS1 children will have PE on a Friday morning.  Please can you make sure that your child has their full P.E kit in 

school on those days.   All P.E kits and school uniforms need to be clearly labelled with your child’s name. 

The recommended reads for this term are; ‘The Queen’s Handbag’, ‘The Queens hat’, ‘The Giraffe, The Pelly and Me’ and Non-Fiction 

books about U.K.   We would also like to recommend the educational websites www.phonicsplay.co.uk, www.roythezebra.com, 

www.ictgames.com, www.topmarks.co.uk.  There are also a fantastic range of games and activities available on Richmond DB.  Please 

feel free to ask a member of staff if you would like to know any information about DB. 

 

Thank you for your continued support and we are very much looking forward to the exciting half term ahead. 

 

Kind regards 

The Key Stage One Team 

http://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/
http://www.roythezebra.com/
http://www.ictgames.com/
http://www.topmarks.co.uk/

