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School Newsletter 
Friday 14th February 2020                                                       Spring Term 2020 Issue 6 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
We have had a wonderful end to the half term with two superb events this week. The ‘Quidditch’ day on Tuesday was absolutely 
amazing – The children thoroughly enjoyed it. We also had the fabulous discos on Wednesday. As always, we are extremely grateful to 
the members of FORCE and staff, who helped to run these popular events.   
 
Congratulations to Ethan Ryan, Jackson Olliver, Jay Lister and Joey Hall who have all achieved Richmond PRIDE this week. The boys are 
all very determined and enthusiastic role models. We also had a very special Achieve GOLD today for Mr McCulloch. We are all very 
grateful for the opportunities and experiences he has given us and wish him luck at Middleton Tyas, we will miss him.  

In Trinity Tots this week, the children have been enjoying lots of physical play and have been busy drawing lines and circles. We are 
very much promoting independence e.g. encouraging hand washing and have also introduced the children to Dough Disco!  
 
In Nursery, the children have been learning about Valentine’s Day. The word of the week was ‘special’ and the book of the week was 
‘Slug needs a hug’. The children have been enjoying making symmetrical painted hearts and love heart jam tarts! 
  
In Reception the children have also been learning about Valentine’s Day; making hats and completing heart themed maths. They    
particularly enjoyed the Quidditch day on Tuesday, as they had a whole Harry Potter themed day and made potions (experimenting 
with reactions in science) and did spells! 
 
Our Year 1 children have finally finished their very long pirate stories and they are superb! The children have also enjoyed designing 
their own crazy beasts to learn about animal body parts. 
 
In Year 2, the children particularly enjoyed designing their own Quidditch team tops and they have been writing about what makes a 
happy pirate - Do ask them all about it! 
 
Mr Wells’ class have been writing discussion texts about whether school uniform should be banned. I look forward to reading them! 
They have also made ‘Scribble Bots’ in science inspired by the automatons in their class book – Hugo Cabernet. 
 
In Mrs Whitaker’s class the children have recorded their news reports based on ‘The Lost Thing’ and also been mastering fractious 
fractions! 
 
Mr McCulloch’s class enjoyed a great science experiment on friction by using car ramps to test different surfaces. They also enjoyed 
making mocktails on Thursday! We are obviously very sad to be saying goodbye to Mr McCulloch and wish him all the very best in his 
future endeavours.  
 
Have a super half term break and I look forward to seeing you in school soon! 
 
For day-to-day enquiries please contact the school office or speak to your child(ren)’s class teacher. As you know, I work for our 
school for 50% of the week and share my time between school sites, so am not always available. Do remember that our Head of 
School, Miss Hodges, can be contacted on a daily basis if necessary. 
Kindest regards,  
Mrs K. Williamson 
Executive Headteacher 
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INFORMATION 
FREE SCHOOL MEALS  

Do you think your child may be entitled to Free School 

Meals? 

Every child in Reception to Year 2 are entitled to Universal 

Free School Meals. 

If you have a child in our schools and feel you fit any of 

the criteria listed below it would be worth applying for 

NUTS! 

As you are aware we are ‘No nut’ school.  

Please can you ensure that children do not bring in 

any products that may contain nuts.  

This includes all variants of Chocolate 

Spread.  Thank you. 

FREE SCHOOL MEALS          

To qualify for free school meals you must fulfil one of the following criteria: 

 Universal Credit, provided you have an annual net earned income of no more than £7,400, as assessed by 

earnings from up to three of your most recent assessment periods (£616.67 per month); 

 Income Support; 

 Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance; 

 Income-related Employment and Support Allowance; 

 Support under part six of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999; 

 The guarantee element of Pension Credit; 

 Child Tax Credit, provided you are also not entitled to Working Tax Credit and have an annual household 

gross income that does not exceed £16,190 (as assessed by HMRC); or 

 Working Tax Credit run-on, paid for four weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit. 

Please note that contributions-based benefits, including contribution-related Jobseekers' Allowance do not 

entitle you to claim free school meals. 

If you meet the criteria, apply by clicking here to use the online application form. 

Applications are usually processed within five working days. You will be notified in writing, either by post or 

email, if your child is entitled and we will also let the school know. You should continue to pay until             

confirmation comes through. before a free school meal can be provided. 

If you are not entitled to free school meals, you will be notified in writing. 

If you would like to register your child for school milk this can be done online at 
www.coolmilk.com.  If you are currently in receipt of free school meals please contact the 
school office who will be able to arrange this for you. 

Children currently in FS1 and FS2 already receive free school milk in school. 

SCHOOL MILK: Years 1—6 
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Attendance for the Week Beginning the 3rd February 2020 

MESSAGE FROM MRS PARTRIDGE 

On Tuesday some witches, wizards and muggles gathered in our 
school hall to be sorted into houses. Which house would they be 
sorted into? Gryffindor, Ravenclaw, Hufflepuff or Slytherin?   

After the sorting assembly, each class had an introduction into 
Quidditch lesson. This was a fast paced session where they 
learnt about all of the different positions and their roles. The 
children used Quaffles and Bludgers to earn points. At the end of 
each game their teachers took a starring role as the Golden 
Snitch, but did they get caught? 

The end of the assembly recognised the great effort of the   
Keepers, Chasers and the winning house. Throughout the day the 
children were earning points during their PE sessions and for their 

learning  
attitude. The 
winning house 
was: 
GRYFFINDOR 
(Harry, himself 
would be 
thrilled with 
that outcome). 

 

QUIDDITCH – HOW IS IT PLAYED? 

  

  
Class 

Percentage 
Attendance 

Total teaching 
time lost due to 
late arrivals 

Reception 97.50% 30 mins 

Y1 KG 89.13% 0 mins 

Y2 KW 94.35% 50 mins 

Y3-4 RW 95.88% 30 mins 

Y4-5 LW 95.00% 45 mins 

Y5-6 IMc 93.43% 10 mins 

Total 94.32% 2 hrs 45 mins 

Some illness in Y 1 this week but those that were in all 

arrived on time. Well done to you.  

Please try to ensure that your children are in school on 

time. It makes a real difference to how their day starts. 

If you are experiencing any difficulty with attendance, 

punctuality or both then please contact me so that we 

can work together to resolve any issues. 
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Further details will follow nearer the time but please 
be aware of the following events happening in 
school: 

 

Friday 14th February Finish for half term 

Monday 24th February Back to School 

Thursday 5th March World Book Day (no dressing up 
required) 

Monday 23rd March Parent's Evening 

Tuesday 24th March Parent's Evening 

Thursday 2nd April FS1 Rhyme Show pm 

Friday 3rd April Finish for Easter 

Monday 20th April Staff Training Day, school closed 

Tuesday 21st April Start of Summer Term 

DIARY DATES 

 

 

 

Dates for your diary 

Saturday 21st March Town Hall Coffee 

Morning  

Wednesday 20th May School Disco 

Saturday 27th June Summer Fair 

More information to follow on these 

events 

FORCE  

FORCE DIARY DATES 
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This morning, Mr. McCulloch’s class 

investigated ratio by making our own 

cocktails.  

From a range of drinks (cola,             

lemonade, orange juice and apple 

juice) the children decided which 

drinks they were going to mix in what 

ratio. Following that, we ‘scaled up’ our     

recipe to make enough for everyone in 

the group. 

As you can see, we had a great time 

and the drinks were ‘delicious’.  

Mr McCulloch’s Class                           

Investigate Ratio Cocktails 

This week, Mr. McCulloch’s class           

continued their topic of ‘Forces’ by        

investigating friction.  

We designed an experiment whereby we 

would roll a toy car down a ramp onto 

different surfaces to test their  

friction.  

We found that smooth, shiny surfaces 

(like the hall floor) had less friction as the 

car travelled further. Whereas, bumpy 

surfaces (like the carpet) had more      

friction as the car didn't travel as far.  

Mr McCulloch’s Class Investigate Friction 

If you have any old      
children’s magazines at 
home that are in good  
order and you no longer 
want please could you 
bring them into school 
for Wrap Around and 
Lunchtime Clubs. 

Thank you 

REQUEST FOR CHILDRENS             

MAGAZINES 

Please could all outstanding 
monies owed to school for 
meals, breakfast club, wrap 
around club, foundation 
stage extra sessions etc,  be 
paid in full on parentpay 
before we return to school 
on Monday 24th February. 

Thank you 

MESSAGE FROM THE SCHOOL OFFICE 
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