
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Autumn Term 

Cracking Ideas 

‘If I built a car’ 

As Mathematicians, we will be building on our 

knowledge in; 

 Place value and number formation 

 Number patterns and sequences 

 Addition 

 Subtraction 

 Shape 

 

As authors, we will be exploring the story ‘If I 

built a car.’  We will be describing the different 

characters, thinking about their feelings and 

lifestyles and creating our very own new 

cars/vehicles.  

We will also be writing instructions on how to 

make different products we have created such 

as cars and chocolate. 

As readers, we will be using our Phonics 

knowledge to decode words and discuss plots. 

and characters within texts. 

As scientists, we will be learning all about 

different materials.  We will be thinking about 

everyday objects and learning about the 

materials that they are made from.  We will be 

discussing the different properties of materials 

and discovering whether we can change the 

shape of materials.  The children will have lots 

of opportunities to choose suitable materials to 

use when designing and making different 

inventions such as vehicles and puppets.  

 

 

 
As athletes, we will playing team games and 

practicing different skills such as throwing and 

catching.  

 

 

As theologians, we will be learning and reflecting 

on what Christians believe God is like. We will be 

reflecting and creating dramas based on different 

biblical texts. We will be asking lots of ‘I wonder’ 

questions to find out more about God.  

As historians, we will be 

learning about the history 

of different inventions 

such as cars, toys and 

chocolate. We will be 

comparing past and 

present products and 

researching inventors.  

As geographers, we will be 

finding out where 

different inventions come 

from. 

As computer 

technicians, we 

will be learning 

all about staying 

safe on the 

internet and 

navigating our 

way around a 

range of I.C.T 

programmes. 

 

As musicians, we 

will be inventing 

rhythms and 

singing songs. We 

will be listening to 

different beats 

and finding the 

pulse of the 

music.  

As artists, we will be 

using a variety of 

resources including; 

paint, chalk, pastels, 

water colours and 

collage. We will be 

studying different 

Artists and their 

different styles.  

As designers and 

makers, we will be 

creating our very 

own vehicles, toys 

and chocolates 

which we look 

forward to sharing 

with you. 

As explorers, we will be investigating past and 

present artefacts and comparing their similarities 

and differences.  

As experts, we will understand the history of 

different invention and how they are made. 



 
 

 

 

Welcome back!  We hope you all had a lovely summer are feeling rested ready for the exciting year ahead. 

Our Topic this term is ‘Cracking Ideas’ and to make our learning more exciting we will be learning all about inventions through Chris Van Dusen’s 

book, ‘If I built a car.’  Our topic will be linked into all aspects of the curriculum to make our learning cross curricular and most importantly fun. 

We will be researching lots of different inventions and then designing and making our own inventions such as vehicles, toys and chocolate.  

Reading:  

The children will receive a reading book carefully matched to their phonics knowledge that will be changed at least once a week. We encourage 

the children to re-read their books to build up fluency and they should read each book at least 3 times. As well as reading in school, we would like 

the children to read at home at least three times a week. The children have been given a new reading record book and we would expect the 

children to have this in school every day. 

The recommended reads for this half term are; ‘If I built a car’, ‘If I built a house’, ‘Dogger’, ‘The Tiger Who Came to Tea’ and ‘Lost in the toy 

museum.’   

PE: 

Year 1 have PE on a Tuesday afternoon and Year 2 have PE on a Monday afternoon. The children are expected to arrive at school wearing their 

P.E kit and will wear their kit for the full day.  

 

Thank you for your continued support and we are very much looking forward to the exciting year ahead. 

 

Kind regards 

The Key Stage One Team 


