
                

                 Trinity Academy Richmond Phonics Glossary 

 

This glossary will explain the terms you may hear teachers use when talking about 

phonics, early reading or how your child is making progress with their literacy skills.  

 

Term Definition 
Letters and sounds This is a Government document, which details the teaching 

of phonics. It is the systematic, synthetic approach to 
phonics, which our school follows.  

Phonics Phonics teaches children to listen to and identify the 
sounds that make up words. This helps children to read 
and write words.  

Decoding  
 

The ability to use your phonics knowledge to read words.  

Phoneme  A single sound that can be made by one or more letters – 
e.g s, k, oo, igh.  

Grapheme  Written letters or a group of letters which represent one 
single sound e.g a, l, sh, air.  

Sound buttons  Spots and lines, which are written underneath a sound to 
support children reading. When you touch the sound 
button, you then practice saying the sound aloud.   

Tricky for now words Words which are difficult to sound out e.g was, you until 
the children know how the different sounds in these words 
are made.  

Blending  The process of using phonics to read. Blending is saying 
the individual sounds that make up a word then merging 
them together to say the word. For example: c – a – t. 
blended together reads cat.  

Segmenting  This is the opposite of blending (see above). Segmenting is 
used when writing and spelling. It is the process of 
splitting words up into individual sounds.  

CVC Words The abbreviation used for constant- vowel-constant  
words, used to describe the order of sounds. Some 
examples of CVC words are, sun, bat, log.  
 

Consonant  Most letters of the alphabet (excluding the vowels: a, e, i, 
o, u).  

Vowel The letters, a, e, i, o, u.  

Digraph  Two letters which make one sound together e.g ee, or, ay.  
There are different types of digraphs (consonant digraph, 
vowel digraph, split vowel digraph).  
 



Trigraph  Three letters which make one sound together e.g, igh, air, 
ure, ear.  

Constant Digraph  Two constants which go together to make one sound, for 
example, ch in chop (ch-o-p). 

Vowel Digraph A digraph in which at least one of the letters is a vowel, for 
example, oa in boat (b-oa-t) or ir in bird (b-ir-d).   

Split Vowel Digraph  Two vowels which work as a pair to make one sound, but 
are separated within the word e.g a_e, e_e, i_e, o_e, u_e. 
For example, a_e in cake, i_e in time, o_e in bone.  

 

  


