
History EYFS  
The EYFS framework is structured very differently to the national curriculum as it is organised across areas of learning rather than subject areas. The aim of this document is to help teachers 

and governors to understand how the skills taught across EYFS feed into national curriculum subjects. This document demonstrates which early years outcomes are prerequisite skills for 

history within the national curriculum. The table below outlines the most relevant statements taken from the Early Learning Goals in the EYFS statutory framework and the Development 

Matters age ranges for Three and Four-Year-Olds and Reception to match the programme of study for History. The most relevant early years outcomes for History are taken from the 

following area of learning: Understanding the World. 
Progression in Skills: 

 
How Will we Achieve this in the EYFS? 

3-4 Yrs Understanding the World: (Nursery) 
Begin to make sense of their own life-story and family’s history 
 
Spend time with children talking about photos and memories. Encourage children to retell what their parents told them about 
their life story and family. 
 
In Reception : 
Talk about members of their immediate family and community. 
 
During dedicated talk time, listen to what children say about their family. Share information about your own family, giving children 
time to ask questions or make comments.  
Encourage children to share pictures of their family and listen to what they say about the pictures.  
 
Using examples from real life and from books, show children how there are many different families 
 
Comment on images of familiar situations in the past. 

 
End of Yr Expectation: 

• Present children with pictures, stories, artefacts and accounts from the 
past, explaining similarities and differences.  

• Offer hands-on experiences that deepen children’s understanding, such as 
visiting a local area that has historical importance.  

• Show images of familiar situations in the past, such as homes, schools, and 
transport. Look for opportunities to observe children talking about 
experiences that are familiar to them and how these may have differed in 
the past.  

• Offer opportunities for children to begin to organise events using basic 
chronology, recognising that things happened before they were born. 

•  Compare and contrast characters from stories, including figures from the 
past 

• Frequently share texts, images, and tell oral stories that help children begin 
to develop an understanding of the past and present.  

• Feature fictional and non-fictional characters from a range of cultures and 
times in storytelling, listen to what children say about them.  

• Draw out common themes from stories, such as bravery, difficult choices 
and kindness, and talk about children’s experiences with these themes. In 



Key Vocabulary EYFS 

Key Historical Vocabulary Specific Vocabulary for the content Historical Skills Vocabulary Other general words for the year group.  

FS1: 
A long time ago 
 

Yesterday 
Past 
Old  
New 
God, Church 

 

Use of senses-touch, hearing, sight, smell  
Find out  

Look at  

FS2: 
Long ago 
Change 
People  
Lives  
Same/different  
 

Past 
Present 
Modern 
Old  
New  
Church, Christianity, Christian  
Artefact  
Museum 
King/Queen  

Chronology 
Finding out 
Discuss 
Question/ing 
Use of senses-touch, hearing, sight, smell 

Order 
Compare 
Research/find out  

ELG: Past and Present Children at the expected level of development will:  
Talk about the lives of the people around them and their roles in society;  
 
Know some similarities and differences between things in the past and now, drawing on their experiences and what 
has been read in class;  
 
Understand the past through settings, characters and events encountered in books read in class and storytelling; 
 

addition to storytelling, introduce characters, including those from the past 
using songs, poems, puppets, role play and other storytelling methods. 

 
 
 

Suggested Rolling Programme of Themes and Topics: 
 
This is me!-me and my family 
Black History Month-Rosa Parks 
Bonfire Plot-Guy Fawkes 
Remembrance day (wars)-CONFLICT 

Key figures related to themes: Florence Nightingale, Grace Darling  
RE Syllabus Units: Being Special: Where do we belong?  Why do Christians perform nativity plays at Christmas? Why do Christians put a cross in an Easter garden? Which places are special and why?  

 



History KS1  
National Curriculum Coverage, Progression in Skills and Knowledge and Supporting Resources 

Historical Topic 
or theme  

Chris Quigley/TT Statements  NC Progression in Skills 
 

Chronological 
Understanding  

 

Progression in 
Skills 

 
Knowledge 

Resources  

Yr A –Autumn  
Yr1/2 
 

Great and 
Ghastly Events  

 
1.The Great Fire 
of London 
 
2.Moon Landing 
 
Event Great Fire of 
London How did 
it start and what can 
we do to prevent 
fires?  
Timeline of the Great 
Fire of London.  
Fire Fighting now and 
in the past.  
Look at the buildings 
from the time of the 
great fire.  

 

History Opportunities: 
Great fire of London including fire fighting now 
and in the past and buildings at the time of the 
great fire.  
The history of chocolate and inventor Joseph 
Rowntree  
George Stevenson study  
Pirates and their ships  
Farming vehicles- John Deere tractors  
Aboriginal way of life  

Local landmarks- Richmond Castle and Abbey  
 
Using Evidence to find out about the past 
Find answers to some simple questions about 
the past from simple sources of information  
 Describe some simple similarities and 
differences between artefacts   
Sort artefacts from 'then' and 'now'   
Ask and answer relevant basic questions about 
the past   
Ask and answer questions, choosing and using 
parts of stories and other sources to show that 
he/she knows and understands key features of 
events  

The lives of 
significant individuals 
in the past who have 
contributed to 
National and 
international 
achievements.   
Some should be used 
to compare aspects 
of life in different 
periods 
 
Events beyond living 
memory that are 
significant nationally 
or globally [e.g the 
Great Fire of London, 
the first aeroplane 
flight or events 
commemorated 
through festivals 
/anniversaries] 
Significant historical 
events, people  
 
 
 

Yr1 pupils: 
Pupils are beginning to compare 
two events, saying which one 
happened first 
Pupils have seen a timeline 
Pupils may begin to make simple 
links between areas of study E 
 
Pupils can compare two events, 
saying which one happened first 
Pupils are beginning to understand 
timelines 
Pupils may begin to make simple 
links between areas of study D 
 
Pupils can order some events they 
have learnt about from furthest 
away to most recent with 
increasing accuracy 
Pupils know what a timeline is 
Pupils are beginning to make 
comparisons between areas of 
study S 
Yr2 Pupils: 
Pupils can accurately order some 
events they have learnt about from 
furthest away to most recent  

Pupils are beginning to 
remember key events 
about the areas they have 
studied E 
 
Pupils can remember 
some key events about 
the areas they have 
studied D 
 
Pupils can remember 
most key events about the 
areas they have studied  
Pupils are beginning to 
understand that they can 
find historical information 
in books S 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pupils are beginning to 
remember key events 

Vlad and the Great Fire of London 

 
 
ACE Question What happened in the Great Fire of London? ● Know about 
an event or events that happened long ago, before their grandparents 
were born (Great fire of London) ● Know the similarities and differences 
between housing in the past (1666) and now ● Know how the Great Fire of 
London influenced town planning (spacing and building materials) ● Know 
the significant events in a story about an historical event (The Great Fire 
of London) ● Know how to place events in chronological order (sequence 
the events of The Great Fire of London) ● Know when the Great Fire of 
London was and its place in the ACE KS1 timeline 
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/tp-l-52268-the-great-fire-of-london-
sammy-the-street-dog-ebook  
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/tp-h-042-planit-history-ks1-the-great-
fire-of-london-unit-pack  
https://www.hamilton-trust.org.uk/topics/key-stage-1-topics/great-fire-
london/  
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/radio/my-story-isabell-great-fire 
 Samuel Pepys Diary  
 The Great Fire of London  Emma Adams  
Video- Pudding Lane before the fire in 1666 ( Literacy Shed 

https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/tp-l-52268-the-great-fire-of-london-sammy-the-street-dog-ebook
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/tp-l-52268-the-great-fire-of-london-sammy-the-street-dog-ebook
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/tp-h-042-planit-history-ks1-the-great-fire-of-london-unit-pack
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/tp-h-042-planit-history-ks1-the-great-fire-of-london-unit-pack
https://www.hamilton-trust.org.uk/topics/key-stage-1-topics/great-fire-london/
https://www.hamilton-trust.org.uk/topics/key-stage-1-topics/great-fire-london/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/radio/my-story-isabell-great-fire


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Yr B 
Autumn B  

Cracking Ideas 
What do you do with 

an idea?  
 
Inventions of 
transport- steam 
train  
Person: George 
Stevenson  
The invention of toys- 
old and new  

 
 

Show understanding of some of the ways in 
which we find out about the past and identify 
different ways in which it is represented   
 
Connections in World  History: 
Understand key features of events (Describe 
historical events)   
Identify some similarities and differences 
between ways of life in different periods   
Discuss the lives of significant individuals in the 
past who have contributed to national and 
international achievements and use some to 
compare aspects of life in different 
periods e.g. Elizabeth I and Queen Victoria, 
Christopher Columbus and Neil Armstrong, 
William Caxton and Tim Berners-Lee, Pieter 
Bruegel the Elder and LS Lowry, Rosa Parks and 
Emily Davison, Mary Seacole and/or Florence 
Nightingale and Edith Cavell  
• Recognise that there are reasons why people 
in the past acted as they did.  

 
Understanding Chronology: 
Place known events and objects in 
chronological order on a time line  
Sequence events and recount changes within 
living memory  
Use common words and phrases relating to the 
passing of time   
Label time lines with words or phrases such as: 
past, present, older, newer  
Describe where the people and events studied 
fit within a chronological framework and 
identify similarities and differences between 
ways of life in different periods  

 
Communication Historically: 
Relate his/her own account of an event and 
understand that others may give a different 
version  
Talk, draw or write about aspects of the past   
Describe changes within living memory and 
aspects of change in national life  
Describe events beyond living memory that are 
significant nationally or globally e.g. the Great 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Changes within living 
memory. Where 
appropriate, these 
should be used to 
reveal aspects of 
change in national 
life 
 

Pupils are beginning to draw 
timelines 
Pupils are beginning to make 
comparisons between areas of 
study E 
 
Pupils can mostly accurately order 
events they have learnt about from 
furthest away to most recent  
Pupils can draw timelines 
Pupils can make some comparisons 
between areas of study, identifying 
some similarities between them 
Pupils can make some comparisons 
between areas of study, identifying 
some differences between them D 
 
Pupils can accurately order events 
they have learnt about from 
furthest away to most recent 
Pupils can draw timelines, 
beginning to place areas of study 
on them 
Pupils can compare areas of study, 
identifying similarities between 
them 
Pupils can compare areas of study, 
identifying differences between 
them S 

about the areas they have 
studied  
Pupils are beginning to 
consider how we know 
about past events 
Pupils sometimes 
remember they can find 
historical information in 
books E 
 
Pupils can remember and 
use names and words 
specific to areas of study 
Pupils can use words and 
phrases mostly accurately 
to indicate periods of time 
e.g. a long time ago, 
ancient, centuries D 
 
Pupils can remember and 
use a range of names and 
words specific to areas of 
study 
Pupils can use words and 
phrases accurately to 
indicate periods of time 
e.g. a long time ago, 
ancient, centuries S 

‘Whatever Next’  
Moon Landing  
Beegu   
The Moon Landing  

  
 

Goodnight Spaceman-Moon landing  
ACE Question Who was Neil Armstrong? 
● Know about a famous person from the past and explain why they are 
famous (Neil Armstrong moon landing) ● Know when the first moon 
landing was and its place in the ACE KS1 timeline ● Know how to place 
events in chronological order (Neil Armstrong life) ● Know how to place 
everyday items in chronological order (1910’s, 1960’s, 2020) 
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/tp-h-013-planit-history-ks1-great-
explorers-lesson-4-neilarmstrong-and-christopher-columbus-missions-
lesson-pack  
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/t-tp-77-neil-armstrong-powerpoint  
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/ks2-neil-armstrong/zr9tjhv 
 
 
 

'Lost in the toy museum.' History of toys.   
ACE Question Did the Queen play with an I-pad when she was a child? ● 
Know the name of a famous person from the past and explain why they 
are famous (Queen Victoria) ● Know when the Victorian era was and its 
place in the ACE KS1 timeline ● Know that the toys they play with are 
different to those of Queen Victoria’s generation. (Victorian toys) ● Sort a 
number of artefacts by age (toys from Victorian era and 2020) ● Know 
what a number of older objects were used for (Victorian toys) ● Order a 
number of artefacts by age (toys from 1830’s, 1930’s 2020’s) 
if I built a car – Chris Van Dusen  
Dragon Machine  
Room on the broom  
The Polar Express – Trains  
Rosie Revere Engineer  

https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/tp-h-013-planit-history-ks1-great-explorers-lesson-4-neilarmstrong-and-christopher-columbus-missions-lesson-pack
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/tp-h-013-planit-history-ks1-great-explorers-lesson-4-neilarmstrong-and-christopher-columbus-missions-lesson-pack
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/tp-h-013-planit-history-ks1-great-explorers-lesson-4-neilarmstrong-and-christopher-columbus-missions-lesson-pack
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/t-tp-77-neil-armstrong-powerpoint
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/ks2-neil-armstrong/zr9tjhv


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Fire of London, the first aeroplane flight or 
events commemorated through festivals or 
anniversaries   
Describe significant historical events, people 
and places in his/her own locality   
Speak about how he/she has found out about 
the past   
Record what he/she has learned by drawing 
and writing   
Use a wide vocabulary of everyday historical 
terms.  
• Use words and phrases such as: a long time 
ago, recently, when my parents/carers were 
children, years, decades and centuries to 
describe the passing of time.  
• Show an understanding of the concept of 
nation and a nation’s history.  
• Show an understanding of concepts such 
as civilisation, monarchy, parliament, 
democracy, and war and peace. 

 

What do you do with an idea?  
The most magnificent thing  
Inventions through time  
Wallace and Gromit   
 

Yr A-Spring  
Capture a  

Pirate  
 
 
 
 

Spring B 
Fabulous Food 
Where does food 

come from?   

Significant 
historical events, 
people and 
places  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

‘Pirates Love Underpants’  

Information – Famous Pirate booklets Pirate Shanties and Poetry 
Sir Frances Drake 
Captain Kidd 
Blackbeard  
Calico Jack  
 
 
History of farming. Farming Vehicles. John Deere Tractors 
Farm facts books  
Super Tato  
Beans on toast- Paul Dowling  
Handa’s Surprise  
Cloudy with a chance of meatballs.  
The Great Chocoplot   
  

Yr B –Summer 
 

Amazing Places 
and Spaces  

 
Where in the U.K. 
would you like to 

visit?  

 
 

 
 
 

Significant 
historical events, 
people and places 
in their own 
locality. 

The Queen’s Handbag 
EMPIRE 

 ACE Question: How do you think local landmarks have been used 
in Richmond? Investigate local landmarks e.g Castle, Easby Abbey. 

The Friary Gardens War Memorial. Monuments & Statues. 

 The Obelisk. Points of Interest. ... 

 Friary Tower and Gardens. Monuments & Statues • Gardens. Easby 

Abbey.  

The Queen’s Handbag  
Kid’s travel guide - UK.  
Up up and away- Helene Druvert  



Key Events-
History Annually:  

  

 

Bonfire/Guy Fawkes –
CONFLICT 
EMPIRE  

Significant historical 
events, people and 
places in their own 
locality.  

Gun Powder Plot 
Conflict between religions  

Armistice Day -
CONFLICT 

WWI  
WWII   

Black History Month  
 

Annual-Oct- 
CONFLICT 

Mary Seacole 
Nelson Mandela  
 

Marcus Rashford   

E-Emerging               D-Developing           S-Secure  



 

Key Historical Vocabulary Specific Vocabulary for the content Historical Skills Vocabulary Other general words for the year group.  

Yr1: 
Long ago 
Past 
Present 
Century 
Change 
Discovery 
Invention, Inventors  
Local 
Fact 
 
 

Execution 
Evidence 
God, Church 
Museum 
Church, Christianity 
Gods/Godesses  
King/Queen 
Conflict 
 
Great Fire of London  
Moon Walk  
Space Race –Neil Armstrong, Buzz Aldrone, Apollo 11, astronaut 

Chronology 
Discuss 
Question/ing 
Order 
Compare 
Research/find out 
Timeline 
 

Sort 
Group  
Order 
Research  
Information  
 

Vocabulary Progression of Skills:  Yr1 
Pupils are beginning to use names and places that link to areas of study 
Pupils can use simple words and phrases with a small level of accuracy to indicate periods of time e.g. a long time ago E 
 
Pupils can use names and places that link to areas of study · Pupils can use simple words and phrases with increasing accuracy to indicate periods of time e.g. a long time ago D 
 
Pupils can use and are beginning to remember names and places that link to areas of study 
Pupils are beginning to use simple words and phrases mostly accurately to indicate periods of time e.g. a long time ago S 

Yr2: 
Long ago  
Past 
Present  
Event  
Fact/Opinion  
Living memory  
Century/ Decade 
Change 
Decade 
Discovery 
Explorer 
Invention/Inventors  
Local, Global 
Museum 

Church, Christianity 
Execution 
Agriculture  
Myths/Legends  
King/Queen 
Gods/Godesses 
Rebellion, 
Revolt 
Sacrifice 
 
Great Fire of London  
Space Race –Neil Armstrong, Buzz Aldrin, Apollo 11 
Samuel Peeps  
Black lives, Inspirational figures  
 

Chronology 
Chronological order  
Primary/Secondary Evidence/Sources  
Timeline  
Building a timeline  

Observation  
Sequence  
Contrast  
Research  
Sources  
Questioning  
Discussion  
Compare and contrast  
Making connections  
Making conclusions 

Vocabulary Progression of skills: Yr2 
Pupils are beginning to remember and use names and words specific to areas of study 
Pupils can use simple words and phrases mostly accurately to indicate periods of time e.g. a long time ago E 
 
Pupils can remember and use names and words specific to areas of study 
Pupils can use words and phrases mostly accurately to indicate periods of time e.g. a long time ago, ancient, centuries   D 
 
Pupils can remember and use a range of names and words specific to areas of study 
Pupils can use words and phrases accurately to indicate periods of time e.g. a long time ago, ancient, centuries   S 



History Lower KS2-Yr3/4  

Historical Topic or theme  Chris Quigley/TT Statements NC Progression in 
Skills 

 
Chronological 

Understanding  
 

Progression in 
Skills 

 
Knowledge 

Resources  

Year A  
Autumn: 'Mud Huts to 
Megastructures'  
- How have building changed 
over time?  
Know how Britain changed between 
the beginning of the Stone age and 
the Iron age.  
Everyday life in the Stone Age  
 
● Know what is meant by a 
‘civilization’ and that the Stone, Iron 
and Bronze Ages are examples  
● Know when the Stone, Iron and 
Bronze Ages were  
● Know what humans needed for 
survival in the Stone Age and what is 
meant by ‘hunter-gatherers’  
● Know what was found at Skara 
Brae and why it is important 
● Know why copper mining was 
significant to the people of the 
Bronze Age 
 ● Know why Stonehenge is a 
significant site (Bronze Age 
advancements in religion, technology 
and travel)  

History Opportunities: 
How buildings have changed over time.   
Local area study: Georgians  
Wonders of the World  
Romans   
Anglo Saxons  
Sig. inventions in British History   
Changes to computing over time. History of 
gaming  
Ancient Egypt  
 
Using Evidence to find out about the past 
Use a variety of resources to find out about 
aspects of life in the past.  
Use sources of information in ways that go 
beyond simple observations to answer 
questions about the past  
Understand that sources can contradict each 
other   
 Use more than one source of evidence for 
historical enquiry in order to gain a more 
accurate understanding of history.  
  
Connections in World History: 
• Describe changes that have happened in 
the locality of the school throughout history.  
• Compare some of the times studied with 
those of other areas of interest around the 
world.  

A local history study 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Yr3 Pupils:  
Pupils can accurately 
order events they have 
learnt about from 
furthest away to most 
recent 
Pupils can draw 
timelines, beginning to 
place areas of study on 
them 
Pupils can make a few 
comparisons between 
areas of study, 
identifying similarities 
between them 
Pupils can make a few 
comparisons between 
areas of study, 
identifying differences 
between them E 
 
Pupils are beginning to 
develop their 
knowledge of 
chronology and with 

Yr3 Pupils:  
Pupils can remember 
a few key events 
about the areas they 
have studied  
Pupils can begin to 
identify how we 
know about past 
events 
Pupils can identify 
different 
representations of 
history e.g. books, 
visual clips, letters  E 
 
Pupils remember key 
facts and information 
from areas of study 
in Year 3 
Pupils can identify at 
least one way we 
gather information  
Pupils can identify 
different 
representations of 

https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/tp2-h-069- 
planit-history-uks2-stone-age-to-the-iron-age- 
unit-pack https://www.hamilton- 
trust.org.uk/topics/lower-key-stage-2- 
topics/stone-age-iron-age-britain/ 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips- 
video/history-ks2-ancient-voices/zvkj92p 
http://www.ferribyboats.co.uk/ 

Stone Age Boy, The Building Boy by Ross Montgomery and 
Journey by Aaron Becker.  Will also be using non-fiction texts 
looking at architecture and key figures. History focus on local 
study and Georgians (theatre/Middleton Lodge). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/tp2-h-069-
https://www.hamilton-/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-
http://www.ferribyboats.co.uk/


● Know how and why hillforts were 
developed in the Iron Age (tribal 
kingdoms and farming)  
● Know the main differences 
between the stone, bronze and iron 
ages, – tools; food/farming; 
homes/settlements; clothes, art and 
culture  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Year B  
Autumn: 'What they did for us' - 
invaders and settlers -  
Anglo Saxons /Romans  
CONFLICT 
EMPIRE 
Viking/Anglo Saxons  
People- St Bede  
Evebt- The battle of Camlann  

 

• Describe the social, ethnic, cultural or 
religious diversity of past society.  
• Describe the characteristic features of the 
past, including ideas, beliefs, attitudes and 
experiences of men, women and children.  
  
Understanding Chronology: 
Place some historical periods in a chronological 
framework (Use dates and terms to describe 
events.)  
• Place events, artefacts and historical figures 
on a time line using dates.  
• Understand the concept of change over 
time, representing this, along with evidence, on 
a time line.  
  
Communication Historically: 
Use historic terms related to the period of 
study   
Communicate his/her learning in an organised 
and structured way, using appropriate 
terminology   
Use an increasing range of common words and 
phrases relating to the passing of time   
Describe memories of key events in his/her life 
using historical vocabulary   
Describe different accounts of a historical 
event, explaining some of the reasons why the 
accounts may differ.  
Use appropriate historical vocabulary 
to communicate, including:   
    • dates   
    • time period   
    • era   
    • change   
    • chronology.  

  
 

Pupils should be 
taught about: 
changes in Britain 
from the Stone Age 
to the Iron Age 
Britain’s settlement 
by Anglo-Saxons and 
Scots 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Roman Empire 
and its impact on 
Britain 
 
 

some accuracy can 
place periods of history 
they have learnt about 
on a timeline 
Pupils can generally 
make links between 
areas of history they 
have studied in Year 3 
and previously, 
identifying similarities 
between them 
Pupils can generally 
make links between 
areas of history they 
have studied in Year 3 
and previously, 
identifying differences 
between them  D 
Pupils are developing 
their knowledge of 
chronology and can 
generally place periods 
of history they have 
learnt about accurately 
on a timeline 
Pupils can confidently 
make links between 
areas of history they 
have studied in Year 3 
and previously, 
identifying similarities 
between them 
Pupils can confidently 
make links between 
areas of history they 
have studied in Year 3 
and previously 

history e.g. books, 
visual clips, letters 
and are using at least 
one type with 
increasing confidence  
D 
 
Pupils remember a 
range of key facts 
and information from 
areas of study in Year 
3 
Pupils can identify at 
least two ways we 
gather information  
Pupils are able to use 
at least one type of 
source of information 
confidently  s 
 
Yr4 Pupils: 
Pupils remember 
some key facts and 
information from 
areas of study in Year 
4  
Pupils can identify at 
least two ways we 
gather information  
Pupils are able to use 
at least one type of 
source of information 
confidently  E 
 
Pupils remember key 
facts and information 
from areas of study 
in Year 4 and can 

ACE Question How have the Anglo-Saxons influenced our 
life today? 
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/tp2-h-047-planit-history-anglo-
saxons-and-scots-unit-pack  
 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/story-of-britain-
anglo-saxon-britain/zdh2t39  
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/tp2-h-052-planit- 
history-lks2-vikings-and-anglo-saxons-lesson-5-laws-and- 
justice-lesson-pack http://www.murtonpark.co.uk  
https://www.hamilton-trust.org.uk/topics/lower-key-stage-2-
topics/invaders-and-settlers-anglo-saxons/ 
 

  
Anglo Saxons Scots 
‘Viking Boy’ (Tony Bradman) ‘Anglo-Saxon Boy’ (Tony Bradman)  
Myths and Legends- Beowulf  
‘ Stone age boy’ Satoshi Kitamura  
The Building Boy (Ross Montgomery)  
Journey Series (Aaron Becker)  
A street through time- Anne Millard  

 

 
 
 
ACE Question What did the Romans do for us? 
Romans: Escape from Pompeii by Christina Balit.  The 
Thieves of Ostia by Caroline Lawrence   

 

https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/tp2-h-047-planit-history-anglo-saxons-and-scots-unit-pack
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/tp2-h-047-planit-history-anglo-saxons-and-scots-unit-pack
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/story-of-britain-anglo-saxon-britain/zdh2t39
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/story-of-britain-anglo-saxon-britain/zdh2t39
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/tp2-h-052-planit-
http://www.murtonpark.co.uk/
https://www.hamilton-trust.org.uk/topics/lower-key-stage-2-topics/invaders-and-settlers-anglo-saxons/
https://www.hamilton-trust.org.uk/topics/lower-key-stage-2-topics/invaders-and-settlers-anglo-saxons/


identifying differences 
between them   S 
 
Yr4 Pupils: 
Pupils are developing 
their knowledge of 
chronology and can 
generally place periods 
of history they have 
learnt about accurately 
on a timeline 
Pupils are beginning to 
make links between 
areas of history they 
have studied, 
identifying similarities 
between them 
Pupils are beginning to 
make links between 
areas of history they 
have studied, 
identifying differences 
between them  E 
 
Pupils are developing 
their knowledge of 
chronology and can 
place periods of history 
they have learnt about 
accurately on a 
timeline 
Pupils can make links 
between areas of 
history they have 
studied, identifying 
similarities between 
them 
Pupils can make links 
between areas of 

remember a few 
facts from previous 
areas of study  
Pupils can identify at 
least two ways we 
gather information  
Pupils are able to use 
at least one type of 
source of information 
confidently and are 
beginning to use at 
least two different 
types of sources e.g. 
books, internet, 
visual clips  D 
 
Pupils remember a 
range of key facts 
and information from 
areas of study in Year 
4 and can remember 
a few facts from 
previous areas of 
study  
Pupils are beginning 
to understand how 
our knowledge of 
history is developed 
through a range of 
sources  
Pupils are able to use 
at least one type of 
source of information 
confidently and are 
beginning to use at 
least two different 
types of sources e.g. 
books, internet, 
visual clips  S 

Know about at least one famous Roman emperor (Emperor Hadrian) 
and why he built a wall. 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zqtf34j/articles/z2dr4wx 
 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/history-ks2-roman-
voices/zdy32sg  
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/story-of-britain-
roman-britain-animation/zvdc8xs 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/story-of-britain-
boudica-and-the-roman-invasion/zmyhf4j  
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zqtf34j/articles/ztqg4wx  
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/tp2-h-035-planit-history-lks2-
romans-unit-pack  
https://www.hamilton-trust.org.uk/topics/lower-key-stage-2-
topics/romans-britain/  
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/history-ks1--ks2-
explain-this-roman-roads/z7c8wty  
https://intarch.ac.uk/journal/issue9/brough/intro1.html  
https://www.hulldailymail.co.uk/news/history/ancient-town-been-
hiding-under-2252275 
 

Spring: Yr A 
'Inventors' - Who invented 
what, when, why and how?  
inventions in British History Changes 
to computing over time. History of 
gaming  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Spring: Yr B 
'Lights, Camera, Action'  
History of film making (silent movies, 
cartoons, black and white)  
 

 A local history study 
 
 

A study of an 
aspect or theme in 
British history that 
extends pupils’ 
chronological 
knowledge beyond 
1066 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The Invention of Hugo Cabret by Brian Selznick.  
History focus for term is significant Inventions in British 
History. 

 
 
 
Charlie and the Chocolate Factory  
History focus for term: How has entertainment 
changed over time? - Changes to computing over time, 
History of Gaming.  
Shakespeare- A Midsummer Nights Dream  
Playscript-  
Poetry/sonnet – hip hop Shakespeare company  

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zqtf34j/articles/z2dr4wx
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/history-ks2-roman-voices/zdy32sg
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/history-ks2-roman-voices/zdy32sg
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/story-of-britain-roman-britain-animation/zvdc8xs
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/story-of-britain-roman-britain-animation/zvdc8xs
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/story-of-britain-boudica-and-the-roman-invasion/zmyhf4j
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/story-of-britain-boudica-and-the-roman-invasion/zmyhf4j
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zqtf34j/articles/ztqg4wx
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/tp2-h-035-planit-history-lks2-romans-unit-pack
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/tp2-h-035-planit-history-lks2-romans-unit-pack
https://www.hamilton-trust.org.uk/topics/lower-key-stage-2-topics/romans-britain/
https://www.hamilton-trust.org.uk/topics/lower-key-stage-2-topics/romans-britain/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/history-ks1--ks2-explain-this-roman-roads/z7c8wty
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/history-ks1--ks2-explain-this-roman-roads/z7c8wty
https://intarch.ac.uk/journal/issue9/brough/intro1.html
https://www.hulldailymail.co.uk/news/history/ancient-town-been-hiding-under-2252275
https://www.hulldailymail.co.uk/news/history/ancient-town-been-hiding-under-2252275


Summer: Yr A 
Egyptians 
Ancient Egyptians- Explore 
achievements of this civilaisation  
Tutankhamun/Cleopatra 
Construction of the Pyramids  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Summer: Yr B 
'Our Planet, Our Future' - 
How have humans impacted 
on our planet? -   

A study of an 
aspect or theme in 
British history that 
extends pupils’ 
chronological 
knowledge beyond 
1066 

history they have 
studied, identifying 
differences between 
them   D 
 
Pupils are becoming 
more secure in their 
knowledge of 
chronology and can 
place periods of history 
they have learnt about 
accurately on a 
timeline 
Pupils can confidently 
make links between 
areas of history they 
have studied, 
identifying similarities 
between them 
Pupils can confidently 
make links between 
areas of history they 
have studied, 
identifying differences 
between them 

ACE Question Would you have liked to have been an 
Ancient Egyptian Inventor? 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/history-ks2-lost-
lands/zfp6gwx 

  
 
https://discoveringegypt.com/ancient-egyptian-inventions/ 
https://www.hamilton- 
trust.org.uk/topics/upper-key-stage-2-topics/earliest-civilisations-
ancient-egyptians/  
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/tp2-h-102-planit-history-lks2-
ancient-egypt-unit-pack 
 
 

Song of the Dolphin Boy by Elizabeth Laird  
There is nothing on the long term plan here for history, 
but this would be good place to put in Wonders of the 
World  

  

Key Events-History Annually:  
 

Black History Month  
Annual-Oct 

 
Armistice Day –CONFLICT  

Significant historical 
events, people and 
places in their own 
locality. 

Martin Luther King  
Lenny Henry  
Pele  
Athletes: 
Sir Mo Farah 
 

Key Historical Vocabulary 
Continually revisit previously taught words. 

Specific Vocabulary for the content 
Continually revisit previously taught words. 

Historical Skills Vocabulary 
Continually revisit previously taught words. 

Other general words for the year group.  
Continually revisit previously taught words. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/history-ks2-lost-lands/zfp6gwx
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/history-ks2-lost-lands/zfp6gwx
https://www.hamilton-/
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/tp2-h-102-planit-history-lks2-ancient-egypt-unit-pack
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/tp2-h-102-planit-history-lks2-ancient-egypt-unit-pack


Chronological  
Millennium century/decade BC/BCE AD/CE  
Era  
Time period 
Similarities/differences  
Evidence  
Primary/secondary sources  
Ancient  
Modern  
Archaeology archaeologist  
Contrasts  
Trends over time 
Influence  
Significant impact  
 

Changes from the Stone Age to Iron Age: Britain 
temporary 
Bronze Age 
Stonehenge 
 Iron Age hill forts, Tribal kingdoms Achievements 
of the earliest civilizations: Civilizations  
Anglo Saxons: Peasantry, Slavery, Invasion, 
Archaeologist, Artefact, Excavation, Angles, 
Saxons, (Jutes, Franks, Frisians) Scots, Picts, Anglo-
Saxon, Kingdom, (Northumbria, Essesx, Wessex, 
Sussex, Mercia, Kent, East Anglia), runes, coins, 
weaver, tanner, smith, potter, jeweller, 
woodworker, thatched , Pagan, superstitious, 
ritual, sacrifice, worship, Woden, Frigg, Tiw, 
Thunor, Eostr 
Ancient Egypt mummification pyramid Pharaohs, 
Vizier, Scribe, Tombs, Sarcophagus, Mummy, 
Pyramid, Sphinx, Hieroglyphs, Papyrus,, Scarab 
Democracy  
Philosophy  
Roman Empire 
Architecture  
Georgian Theatre  
Pompeii 
Hadrian’s Wall  
Romans 
 

Interpretation facts/opinion evidence  
Chronology  
Constructing a timeline  
Ordering artefacts  
Research enquiry  
Comparison reliability  
Continuity significance  
Discussion argument  
Reasoning frame  
Historically-valid draw  
Contrasts 
Analyse  
Trends 

Achievements  
Landscape  
Settlements  
Empire  
Diversity  
Societies  
Slave  
Citizen  
Relationship  
Identity  
Challenges 
Influence 
Trade  
Art and culture  
Connection 
Regional national international c 
Constructed architecture 
Religion worship  
Sacrifice  
Beliefs  
Temples 

Vocabulary Progression of Skills: Yr3 
Pupils can remember and use a few names and words specific to areas of study 
Pupils can use words and phrases accurately to indicate periods of time e.g. a long time ago, ancient, centuries E 
 
Pupils can remember and use names and words from the areas they have studied 
Pupils can use words and phrases accurately to indicate periods of time (a long time ago, ancient) and may be beginning to use more specific words and phrases to indicate time, talking about decades, centuries, millennium etc.  
Pupils are being introduced to words related to history in general as well as periods of history e.g. empire, parliament, civilisation etc. D 
 
Pupils can remember and use a range of names and words from the areas they have studied in Year 3 as well as remembering a few names and words from previous study  
Pupils are beginning to use more specific words and phrases to indicate time, talking about decades, centuries, millennium etc.  
Pupils are beginning to learn a few words related to history in general as well as periods of history e.g. empire, parliament, civilisation etc. S 
 

Vocabulary Progression of skills: Yr4 
Pupils can remember and use names and words from the areas they have studied in Year 4 as well as remembering a few names and words from previous study  
Pupils are beginning to use words and phrases to indicate time, talking about decades, centuries, millennium etc.  
Pupils are beginning to learn a few words related to history in general as well as periods of history e.g. empire, parliament, civilisation etc.E 
 
Pupils can remember and use names and words from the areas they have studied in Year 4 as well as remembering a few names and words from previous study  
Pupils are increasingly using words and phrases to indicate time, talking about decades, centuries, millennium etc.  



 

History Upper KS2-Yr5/6  

Historical Topic or 
theme  

Chris Quigley/TT 
Statements 

NC Progression in Skills 
 

Chronological 
Understanding  

 

Progression in 
Skills 

 
Knowledge 

Resources  

Autumn Yr A 
Peasantry and Privilege  
Victorians-   
Theme: Impact of the 
industrial revolution  
    British Empire  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Autumn-YrB 
Conflict 
How has conflict shaped 
the world we live in?   
Which conflicts have 
shaped/are shaping 
history the most?   

History Opportunities: 
Rich and poor- Victorian and Tudor 
study  
Vikings  
World War 2  
The Stone age and Iron age  
The space race- a study of space 
travel  
Aztecs  
Ancient Greeks and the Olympics  

 
Using Evidence to find out about 
the past 
Compare sources of information 
available for the study of different 
times in the past. Show an 
awareness that no single source of 
evidence gives the full answer to 
questions about the past.  
Understand that the type of 
information available depends on 
the period of time studied   

A local history study 
 
Study of an aspect or 
theme in British history 
that extends pupils’ 
chronological knowledge 
beyond 1066  
 
The changing power of 
monarchs using case 
studies such as John, 
Anne and Victoria  
 
Changes in an aspect of 
social history, such as 
crime and punishment 
from the Anglo-Saxons to 
the present or leisure and 
entertainment in the 20th 
Century  

Yr5 pupils: 
Pupils are becoming more 
secure in their knowledge 
of chronology and are 
beginning to accurately 
place a range of historical 
events from around the 
world on a timeline 
Pupils can draw their own 
timeline, and add to it as 
they learn about new 
periods of history 
Pupils are beginning to 
make comparisons 
between historical periods, 
identifying similarities 
between them 
Pupils are beginning to 
make comparisons 
between historical periods, 

Yr5 Pupils:  
Pupils remember some 
key facts and 
information from areas 
of study in Year 5 and 
can remember a few 
facts from previous 
areas of study  
Pupils are beginning to 
understand how our 
knowledge of history is 
developed through a 
range of sources  
Pupils are becoming 
more confident in 
using two different 
sources to gather 
information e.g. books, 
internet, film clips  E 
 

Street Child’   
(Berlie Doherty)  
‘Lucky Button’ (Michael Morpurgo)  
‘My Friend Walter’   
(Michael Morpurgo)  

 
 
 
‘Private Peaceful’ (Michael Morpurgo)    
‘Beowolf’   
‘The boy in the striped pyjamas‘  
‘Good night Mr Tom’  

ACE Question 

Pupils remember a few words related to history in general as well as periods of history e.g. empire, parliament, civilisation etc.D 
 
Pupils can remember and use a range of names and words from the areas they have studied in Year 4 as well as remembering some names and words from previous study  
Pupils can generally use words and phrases to indicate time, talking about decades, centuries, millennium etc.  
Pupils understand a few words related to history in general as well as periods of history e.g. empire, parliament, civilisation etc.S 



 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Spring YrA 
Cracking Contraptions.  

 
Parachutes  
Catapults  

What were the 
significant changes and 
technological 
advancements?  

How can engineering 
benefit society?  

How can you solve a 
problem? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Yr B-Space   
Is there anyone out 
there?   
What might you need to 
survive in space/on 
different planets?   
The history of space 
travel. The Space Race.   

Evaluate the usefulness of a variety 
of sources   
Address and sometimes devise 
historically valid questions 
(Hypothesise) about change, cause, 
similarity and difference, and 
significance. Refining lines of 
enquiry as appropriate.   
Understand how our knowledge of 
the past is constructed from a 
range of sources. For example, the 
concept of propaganda and how 
historians must understand the 
social context of evidence studied.  
Make confident use of a variety of 
sources for independent research   
Use evidence to support 

arguments   
 
Connections in World History: 
Give some reasons for some 
important historical events   
Make comparisons between 
aspects of periods of history and 
the present day   
Describe the Viking and Anglo-
Saxon struggle for the Kingdom of 
England to the time of Edward the 
Confessor   
Describe a study of an aspect or 
theme in British history that 
extends his/her chronological 
knowledge beyond 1066   
Victorians  
Tudors   
WW2  
Describe the achievements of the 
earliest civilizations - an overview 
of where and when the first 
civilizations appeared and a depth 
study of one of the following: 
Ancient Sumer; The Indus Valley; 
Ancient Egypt; The Shang Dynasty 
of Ancient China   

 
The legacy of Greek or 
Roman culture (art, 
architecture or literature) 
on later periods in British 
history, including the 
present day  
 
A significant turning point 
in British history, for 
example, the first 
railways or the Battle of 
Britain  
 
The achievements of the 
earliest civilizations – an 
overview of where and 
when the first civilizations 
appeared and a depth 
study of one of the 
following: Ancient Sumer; 
The Indus Valley; Ancient 
Egypt; The Shang Dynasty 
of Ancient China  
 
Ancient Greece – a study 
of Greek life and 
achievements and their 
influence on the western 
world  
 
Anon-European society 
that provides contrasts 
with British history – one 
study chosen from: early 
Islamic civilization, 
including a study of 
Baghdad c. AD 900; 
Mayan civilization c. AD 

identifying differences 
between them E 
 
Pupils generally have a 
secure knowledge of 
chronology and are mostly 
accurately in placing a 
range of historical events 
from around the world on a 
timeline 
Pupils can draw their own 
timeline, beginning to 
produce accurate intervals 
and adding to it as they 
learn about new periods of 
history 
Pupils can make some 
comparisons between 
historical periods, 
identifying similarities 
between them 
Pupils can make some 
comparisons between 
historical periods, 
identifying differences 
between them. D 
 
Pupils have a secure 
knowledge of chronology 
and are mostly accurately 
in placing a range of 
historical events from 
around the world on a 
timeline 
Pupils can draw their own 
timeline, generally 
producing accurate 
intervals and adding to it as 
they learn about new 
periods of history 

Pupils remember most 
key facts and 
information from areas 
of study in Year 5 and 
can remember 
information from 
previous areas of study  
Pupils are slowly 
increasing their 
understanding of how 
our knowledge of 
history is developed, 
identifying how a range 
of sources build up our 
knowledge and 
understanding  
Pupils are confident in 
using two different 
sources to gather 
information e.g. books, 
internet, film clips  D 
 
Pupils remember key 
facts and information 
from areas of study in 
Year 5 and can 
remember information 
from previous areas of 
study  
Pupils are building 
their understanding of 
how our knowledge of 
history is developed, 
identifying how a range 
of sources build up our 
knowledge and 
understanding  
Pupils can access 
different sources, 
including using books, 

How did the War affect Richmond and surrounding areas 
Compared to Hull? 

https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/tp2-h-220-planit-history-uks2-
planit-uks2-world-war-ii-unit-pack  
https://www.hamilton-trust.org.uk/topics/lower-key-stage-2- 
topics/world-war-2-childs-eye-view-home-front/ 
https://www.hamilton-trust.org.uk/topics/upper-key-stage-2-
topics/world-war-2-ww2-europe-and-battle-britain/  
https://www.mylearning.org/stories/the-hull-blitz/375  
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/history-ks2-world-
war-two/zjnyscw https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-
video/history-ks2-children-of-ww2/zm7wpg8  
http://www.localhistories.org/hull.html 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
‘Sky Chasers’  
(Emma Carroll)  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
‘Cosmic’   
(Frank Cottrell Boyce)   
Pandora discovered (video) Literacy shed  

https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/tp2-h-220-planit-history-uks2-planit-uks2-world-war-ii-unit-pack
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/tp2-h-220-planit-history-uks2-planit-uks2-world-war-ii-unit-pack
https://www.hamilton-trust.org.uk/topics/lower-key-stage-2-
https://www.hamilton-trust.org.uk/topics/upper-key-stage-2-topics/world-war-2-ww2-europe-and-battle-britain/
https://www.hamilton-trust.org.uk/topics/upper-key-stage-2-topics/world-war-2-ww2-europe-and-battle-britain/
https://www.mylearning.org/stories/the-hull-blitz/375
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/history-ks2-children-of-ww2/zm7wpg8
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/history-ks2-children-of-ww2/zm7wpg8
http://www.localhistories.org/hull.html


  
 
 

 

Summer Yr A 
23 Degrees North  
Aztecs/Maya/Inca  
How/Why were the 

Mayans/Aztecs 
successful?  

Why is the Amazon so 
important?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Yr B-Groovy Greeks  
What is the legacy of the 

Greek culture?  
Ancient Greece – legacy 
of Greek culture on later 

periods of British 
history.  

Describe a non-European society 
that provides contrasts with British 
history - one study chosen from: 
early Islamic civilization, including a 
study of Baghdad c. AD 900; Mayan 
civilization c. AD 900; Benin (West 
Africa) c. AD 900-1300   
 
Understanding Chronology: 
Use dates and terms accurately and 
order and place events on a 
timeline   
Describe a chronologically secure 
knowledge and understanding of 
British, local and world history, 
establishing clear narratives within 
and across the periods he/she 
studies using terms such as: social, 
religious, political, technological 
and cultural.  
Note connections, contrasts and 
trends over time and show 
developing appropriate use of 
historical terms   
 
Communication Historically: 
Present findings and 
communicate knowledge and 
understanding in different ways   
Provide an account of a 
historical event based on more 
than one source   
Construct informed responses 
that involve thoughtful selection 
and organisation of relevant 
historical information   
Use appropriate historical 
vocabulary to communicate, 
including:   
    • dates   
    • time period   
    • era   
    • chronology   
    • change   
    • century   
    • decade   
    • legacy.  

900; Benin (West Africa) 

c. AD 900-1300. 
Pupils can compare 
historical periods, 
identifying similarities 
between them 
Pupils can compare 
historical periods, 
identifying differences 
between them  
Pupils are beginning to 
identify trends over time S 
 
Yr6 Pupils: 
Pupils have a secure 
knowledge of chronology 
and are mostly accurately 
in placing a range of 
historical events from 
around the world on a 
timeline 
Pupils can draw their own 
timeline, deciding on 
accurate intervals and 
adding to it as they learn 
about new periods of 
history 
Pupils can compare 
historical periods, 
identifying a number of 
similarities between them 
and begin to consider why 
this is 
Pupils can compare 
historical periods, 
identifying differences 
between them  
Pupils are beginning to 
identify trends over time, 
identifying how ideas have 
been continued/ developed 
E 

the internet, film clips 
and direct sources such 
as letters, diaries etc.  S 
 
Yr6 Pupils: 
Pupils show knowledge 
about historical events, 
from local history to 
world history  
Pupils show an 
understanding of how 
our knowledge of 
history is developed, 
identifying how a range 
of sources build up our 
knowledge and 
understanding  
Pupils can access 
different sources, 
including using books, 
the internet, film clips 
and direct sources such 
as letters, diaries etc.  E 

 
Pupils have a strong 
knowledge about 
historical events, from 
local history to world 
history  
Pupils have a strong 
understanding of how 
our knowledge of 
history is developed, 
identifying how a range 
of sources build up our 
knowledge and 
understanding  
Pupils can access a 
wide range of sources, 
including using books, 

  

 
 
 
‘The Explorer’  
(Katherine Rundell)  

ACE Question Were the Mayans Marvellous?  
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/tp2-h-078-planit-history-uks2-
the-maya-civilisation-unit-pack 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?reload=9&v=iaKofHyZ00c 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NTCSTUfRTMA  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=212_i8f6YtY  
https://www.hamilton-trust.org.uk/topics/upper-key-stage-2-
topics/maya/ https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/ks2-
ks3-history-of-early-civilisations/zvm647h 

 
 
 
 
 
 ‘King of the Cloud Forest’ (Michael Morpurgo)    
‘Running on the Roof of the World’   
(Jess Butterworth)   
‘Who let the Gods out’ (Maz Evans)  

ACE Question  
Who were the Groovy Greeks? 
https://www.twinl.co.uk/resource/tp2-h-038-planit-history-uks2-
ancient-greece-unit-pack 
www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/history-ks1--ks2-explain-
this-hill-forts/z4xx6v4 https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-
video/history-ks2-the-story-of-britain/zj4r7nb 

https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/tp2-h-078-planit-history-uks2-the-maya-civilisation-unit-pack
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/tp2-h-078-planit-history-uks2-the-maya-civilisation-unit-pack
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NTCSTUfRTMA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=212_i8f6YtY
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/ks2-ks3-history-of-early-civilisations/zvm647h
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/ks2-ks3-history-of-early-civilisations/zvm647h
https://www.twinl.co.uk/resource/tp2-h-038-planit-history-uks2-ancient-greece-unit-pack
https://www.twinl.co.uk/resource/tp2-h-038-planit-history-uks2-ancient-greece-unit-pack
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/history-ks2-the-story-of-britain/zj4r7nb
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/history-ks2-the-story-of-britain/zj4r7nb
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Pupils have an increasingly 
secure knowledge of 
chronology and becoming 
increasingly accurately in 
placing a range of historical 
events from around the 
world on a timeline 
Pupils can draw their own 
timeline, deciding on 
accurate intervals and 
adding to it as they learn 
about new periods of 
history 
Pupils can compare a range 
of historical periods, 
identifying a number of 
similarities between them 
and think of why this is 
Pupils can compare a range 
of historical periods, 
identifying differences 
between them  
Pupils can identify some 
trends over time, 
identifying how ideas have 
been continued/ developed 
D 
 
Pupils have a secure 
knowledge of chronology, 
accurately placing a range 
of historical events from 
around the world on a 
timeline 
Pupils can draw their own 
timeline, deciding on 
accurate intervals and 
adding to it as they learn 

the internet, film clips 
and direct sources such 
as letters, diaries etc.  
D 
 
Pupils have a wide 
ranging knowledge 
about historical events, 
from local history to 
world history  
Pupils have a deep 
understanding of how 
our knowledge of 
history is developed, 
identifying how a range 
of sources build up our 
knowledge and 
understanding  
Pupils can access a 
wide range of sources, 
including using books, 
the internet, film clips 
and direct sources such 
as letters, diaries etc. S 

https://www.hamilton-trust.org.uk/topics/upper-key-stage-2-
topics/ancient-greece/  
http://www.primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk/greece/dailylife.htm#mw 

 

https://www.hamilton-trust.org.uk/topics/upper-key-stage-2-topics/ancient-greece/
https://www.hamilton-trust.org.uk/topics/upper-key-stage-2-topics/ancient-greece/
http://www.primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk/greece/dailylife.htm#mw


about new periods of 
history 
Pupils can compare a range 
of historical periods, 
identifying a number of 
similarities between them 
and why this is 
Pupils can compare a range 
of historical periods, 
identifying differences 
between them  
Pupils can identify trends 
over time, identifying how 
ideas have been continued/ 
developed S 

Historical Themes 
Ongoing: 
Black History Month 
Oct 
Armistice Day –
CONFLICT  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   Harold Moody 
Slave Trade-Conflict and Empire  
Nelson Mandela  
Diane Abbott  

Harriett Tubman  
Barack Obama 
Fanny Easton 
 
Sporting: 
Marcus Rashford 
Tiger Woods 
Usain Bolt, Jesse Owens-Olympics  
Lennox Lewis 
Arthur Wharton 
 

 

Upper KS2 Vocabulary: 



Key Historical Vocabulary 
Continually revisit previously taught words. 

Specific Vocabulary for the 
content 

Continually revisit previously taught 
words. 

Historical Skills Vocabulary 
Continually revisit previously taught 

words. 

Other general words for the year group.  
Continually revisit previously taught words. 

As above plus.... 
 cause and effect  
propaganda  
bias  
society  
empire 
point of view  
objectivity 
 subjectivity  
consequences 
 legacy  
modern British values 
 laws  
Vocabulary linked to the local area 

Viking and Anglo Saxon struggle for 
the kingdom of England:  
Raids  
resistance  
Danegeld Alfred the Great  
Althelstan Edward the Confessor  
 
A non-European society that provides 
contrasts with British history c. AD 
900 advanced civilizations  
Early Islamic Civilization: Baghdad 
Islam Prophet Muhammad Muslim 
mosque caliphs Golden Age 
astrolabes Mayan Civilization: 
Mesoamerica Codex Chichen Itza  
Time  
Legacy 
Turning point 
 
Victorians, work house,  

As above plus... 
 deduction  
inference  
organising  
information 
 chronology  
comparison  
observation  
discussion  
research 
 reflection  
interpretation  
questioning- historically valid, 
perceptive questions 
 investigate 
 forming conclusions  
making links 
 historical perspective 
 judgement 

As above plus...  
invasions  
expansion  
kingdoms  
settlements 
 village life  
peasantry  
hierarchy 
 laws and justice  
withdrawal contexts 
 cultural 
 economic  
military  
political 
 religious  
social history;  
short and long term timescales 
 civilization  
gender  
period/era  
achievements  
influence 
 scholars  
dynasties  
symbolic  
renowned  
conquer  
civilization  
comparison  
calendar  
astronomy  
observatory 
 wisdom  
Community impact  
merchants  
archaeologists  



complexity  
successful leader  
contrasting arguments and interpretations 

Vocabulary Progression of Skills: Yr5 
Pupils can remember and use some names and words from the areas they have studied in Year 5 as well as remembering a few names and words from previous study  
Pupils can use words and phrases to indicate time, talking about decades, centuries, millennium etc.  
Pupils understand a few words related to history in general as well as periods of history e.g. empire, parliament, civilisation etc.  E 
 
Pupils can generally remember and use names and words from the areas they have studied in Year 5 as well as remembering some names and words from previous study  
Pupils can use words and phrases to indicate time, talking about decades, centuries, millennium etc.  
Pupils generally understand some words related to history in general as well as periods of history e.g. empire, parliament, civilisation etc.  D 
 
Pupils can remember and use names and words from the areas they have studied in Year 5 as well as remembering some names and words from previous study  
Pupils can use words and phrases to indicate time, talking about decades, centuries, millennium etc.  
Pupils understand some words related to history in general as well as periods of history e.g. empire, parliament, civilisation etc.  S 
Vocabulary Progression of skills: Yr6 
Pupils can remember and use some names and words from the areas they have studied over the years 
Pupils can use a range of words and phrases to indicate time, talking about decades, centuries, millennium etc.  
Pupils understand some words related to history in general as well as periods of history e.g. empire, parliament, civilisation etc. E 
 
Pupils can remember and use names and words from the areas they have studied over the years  
Pupils can use a range of words and phrases to indicate time, talking about decades, centuries, millennium etc.  
Pupils generally understand words related to history in general as well as periods of history e.g. empire, parliament, civilisation etc. D 
 
Pupils can remember and use a range of names and words from the areas they have studied over the years  
Pupils can use a range of words and phrases to indicate time, talking about decades, centuries, millennium etc.  
Pupils understand a range of words related to history in general as well as periods of history e.g. empire, parliament, civilisation etc.  S 
 

 


