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Welcome to December! A huge thank you to Matt Ball Architecture who has once again donated a 
Christmas tree to help us get into the Christmas spirit.  After consulting with our health and safety      
advisor, we are delighted that we are able to hold some of our Christmas events. Letters have gone out 
this week confirming arrangements so please check MCAS. We do ask that when in the school building 
you wear a face mask. Unfortunately though the Mayor’s Christmas Concert has been cancelled.  
 
We hope you have been able to get your Christmas Raffle tickets from Friends and have purchased their 
Fireside quiz. These are being sold on the playground at home time or can be picked up in school at the 
KS1 performance or EYFS events.  
 
You will now all be aware that the lovely Mrs Newcombe is taking very early retirement! Having worked 
at the school for over 20 years Mrs Newcombe has become a very familiar and friendly face in our 
school office and a highly valued member of our school team. She has supported and helped us all and 
will be greatly missed.    
 
Thank you for your recent generosity, we raised £260 for Children in Need. 
Next week we will be raising money for Save the Children by taking part in 
Christmas Jumper Day on Friday 10th December. Again we are asking for     
donations to be made online here.  
 
Looking forward to the festive season in school over the next couple of 
weeks. We will be sure to share photos so you can see the fun we are having.  
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A MESSAGE FROM MISS HODGES AND MR GATRILL 

Dates for your Diary 

These have been updated in line with current COVID guidelines. Sadly we will not be able to hold our usual 

Christmas Service in Church; however we will be sharing our KS2 Christmas Carols online  

- more details to follow. 
 

Wednesday 8th December—KS1 Nativity 2pm 

Thursday 9th December—KS1 Nativity 2pm and 6pm 

Friday 10th December—Christmas Jumper Day and Christmas Lunch 

Tuesday 14th December—Reception Christmas Performance, new time of 2:45pm 

Thursday 16th December— Friends Christmas Funday 

Friday 17th December—School closes for Christmas  

Tuesday 4th January—Training Day—School closed for children 

Wednesday 5th January—School reopens for children 

 

https://christmas.savethechildren.org.uk/fundraising/Trinity-Academy-Richmond2
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Nursery —  Christmas has arrived in Nursery! Children have been working hard decorating Christmas cards and writing 

their names . We have also had lots of discussion about what makes a good friend, as our elf wanted know what they  

needed to do to be a good friend.  

Ms Stewart -  This week in Reception we have really started to get festive.  Our book of the week has been ‘Twas the Night 

Before Christmas.’ We have made lots of Christmas crafts and enjoyed festive dough disco to support our letter formation.   

Miss Grainger -  This week as designers Year 1 have designed, built and evaluated their very own space rockets. We have 

had great fun listening to and joining in with different songs whilst learning about verbs.   

Mrs Weighell -  This week we have been making space rockets out of junk modelling. There were some amazing creations. 

Well done Year 1 and 2. We have also tested the umbrellas we made in science to find the most suitable material. We 

found out laminated plastic was waterproof and the strongest material.  

Mrs Foxwell -  This week in Year 3 and 4, we have followed up our actual tour of Richmond with a virtual tour of the civic 

society's plaques. We have used an interactive map and researched interesting nuggets of information at pinned 

points.  Did you know that Bishop Blaize was the patron saint of wool combers? Or that an aircraft crashed in Richmond in 

WWII?  

Mrs Whitaker and Mrs Young -  This week, Year 4/5 have been learning about Coasts and how coasts are formed. They 
have learnt a lot of technical language from erosion to revetments. They have now begun to plan a letter to a local       
councillor to persuade them to spend money on coastal management. They have some very persuasive ideas. They have 
also learnt many tricks and ways of learning their 9 times tables - Well done.  
 
Mr Wells - This week in Year 6, we have been completing our end of term assessments. I have been blown away by how 
well the children have done. Credit to them for all their hard work this term. We also put finishing touches to our shoe box 
Victorian bedrooms. Please check out the blog to see them.   
 

CLASS NEWS. A MESSAGE FROM... 

Our ‘Stars of the Week’ for this week are: 

Mrs Duncan /Mrs Kelly (Nursery):  Poppy Holmes and Hunter Devereux for being super                                    
friends to everyone. 

Ms Stewart (Reception): Jessica Burns for super behaviour and attitude to learning. 

Miss Grainger (Year 1):  Teddy Nichol for putting amazing effort into his work.   
 
Mrs Weighell (Year 1/2):  Livvy Chitty for working very hard with her phonics this week and  always  being ready 
to learn.  
 
Mrs Foxwell (Year 3/4):  Florrie Dale for super learning behaviour in all lessons.  

Mrs Whitaker/Mrs Young (Year 4/5): Theo Clements for always having a positive approach to his learning.  

Mr Wells (Year 5/6):  Jake Grufferty for brilliant work in assessments this week. The hard work is paying off!        

A very big well done to you all! 

Richmond PRIDE and Achieve GOLD 

It’s been a busy couple of weeks, with a number of children showing an outstanding attitude to 
learning. Addison Olliver is the first pupil this year to achieve GOLD with his fabulous attitude. 
Mr Wells’ class have obviously been working hard with Chloe Chappell, Annie Holliday, Nellie 
Chitty, Erin Mullen and Otis Guy  all achieving Richmond PRIDE last week. It’s been Mrs Whitaker’s 
class’s turn though this week with Theo Clements, Nancy Chitty and Leila Bremner all achieving 

Richmond Pride.  A very big well done to you all! 



ur 
 

 



ur 

 



ur 
Attendance for the Week Beginning the 

22nd  November 

   
Class   

Percentage 
Attendance  

Total teaching 
time lost due to 
late arrivals   

Reception   92.17% 1 hr 10 mins 
Y1 KG   94.83% 16 mins 

Y1-2 KW   96.40% 0 mins 

Y3-4  LF 95.52% 10 mins 

Y4-5 LW   90.79% 10 mins 

Y5-6 RW   96.90% 30 mins 

Total 94.54% 2 hrs 16 mins 

Well done to Year 2 who all        

arrived on time this week.  

We are still suffering from a       

variety of bugs that are going 

around which is pushing down 

our attendance at the moment. 

As always, please do let us know 

if you need any support with 

attendance. The aim is to achieve 

96% or above for every child. 

WANTED 

If you have any balls of wool at home 

which you no longer need we would be 

very grateful for them in school. Any 

amount, any colour. 

We have some    

creative  projects 

lined up!  
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 CHANGE TO SCHOOL LUNCH MENU—WEEK COMMENCING 6TH DECEMBER 

MONDAY :  Option A: Burger in a bun with wedges 

      Option B:  Quorn Burger with wedges 

      Jacket Potato and sandwich option also available 

 

TUESDAY:  Option A: Pepperoni Pizza 

      Option B: Cheese Pizza 

      Jacket Potato and sandwich option also available 

 

WEDNESDAY: Option A: Sausage and Mash 

        Option B: Vegetarian Sausage and Mash 

         Jacket Potato and sandwich option also available 

 

THURSDAY: Option A: Fish and Chips 

      Option B: Quorn Nuggets and Chips 

      Jacket Potato and sandwich option also available 

 

FRIDAY:   CHRISTMAS DINNER: (There will also be a vegetarian option available) 
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FREE SCHOOL MEALS 

From 1 April 2018 the Government introduced new regulations for people claiming free schools 
meals who receive Universal Credit. The change means that if your net annual earnings are more 
than £7,400 you will not be eligible to claim free school meals. 

Pupils who received free school meals before 1 April 2018 and pupils who are assessed as        
eligible after 1 April 2018 will continue to receive free school meals until the end of the universal 
roll out period, which is expected to be March 2022. This applies even if they no longer meet the 
eligibility criteria at a subsequent point during the roll out period. 

At the end of the Universal Credit roll out period, any existing pupil who no longer meets the   
eligibility criteria will continue to receive free school meals until the end of their current phase 
of education, i.e. primary or secondary school. 

 

Qualifying for free school meals 
To qualify for free school meals you must fulfil one of the following criteria: 

 Universal Credit, provided you have an annual net earned income of no more than £7,400, as 
assessed by earnings from up to three of your most recent assessment periods (£616.67 per 
month); 

 Income Support; 

 Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance; 

 Income-related Employment and Support Allowance; 

 Support under part six of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999; 

 The guarantee element of Pension Credit; 

 Child Tax Credit, provided you are also not entitled to Working Tax Credit and have an annual 
household gross income that does not exceed £16,190 (as assessed by HMRC); or 

 Working Tax Credit run-on, paid for four weeks after you stop qualifying for Working 
Tax Credit. 

Please note that contributions-based benefits, including contribution-related Jobseekers'         
Allowance do not entitle you to claim free school meals. 

Apply for free school meals 
If you meet the criteria, apply by using the application form (docx / 147 KB) 

Applications are usually processed within five working days. You will be notified in writing, either 
by post or email, if your child is entitled and we will also let the school know. You should          
continue to pay until confirmation comes through. Schools may be able to arrange                     
reimbursement of payment made while your entitlement is  being confirmed. Free school meals 
claims cannot be backdated. They are awarded from the date we receive the application, once 
eligibility is confirmed. This is because there is a legal requirement for a request to be made,   
before a free school meal can be provided.  

 

If you are not entitled to free school meals, you will be notified in writing.  

For more information please visit the NYCC website: https://www.northyorks.gov.uk/free-school
-meals 

COOLMILK FOR YEARS 1-6 

If you would like to register your child for school milk this can be done online at www.coolmilk.com.  If you are 

currently in receipt of free school meals please contact the school office who will be able to  arrange this for 

you.  

Children currently in Tots, Nursery and Reception already receive free school milk in school. 

https://www.northyorks.gov.uk/sites/default/files/fileroot/Education%20and%20learning/School%20meals/FMB1%20-%20FSM%20APPLICATION%20Sept%202020.docx
https://www.northyorks.gov.uk/free-school-meals
https://www.northyorks.gov.uk/free-school-meals
http://www.coolmilk.com

