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Another productive week in school, including the Year 3/4 becoming history detectives on a walk around Richmond 
and Year 4/5 trying our archery.  
 
It has been great to welcome our school governors back into school over the last few weeks. As part of their role, they   
regularly meet with staff to monitor different areas of the curriculum, which has had to happen virtually over the past few 
months. It has been great that these meetings are beginning to happen face to face and they are able to see the amazing 
things that are happening in school. They have been extremely complimentary about the pupils and staff and one of their 
highlights has been seeing the forest schools in action. We are grateful for the support and hard work of our governing 
body.   
 
It appears that the return of 'I'm a celebrity' is popular with many of the children, with a number of them saying that they 
are staying up to watch it. I am sure you appreciate that these late nights have an impact on the children in the morning 
and suggest that children watch on catch up at a more suitable time? The tiredness of the children is what made us ask 
what they were up to!  
 
Thank you to parents who completed our Online questionnaire, we will analyse the results and feedback to you all. 
 
I hope that you have managed to order your Christmas cards from My Childs Art. It's not too late if you 
have not got around to it yet https://mychildsart.co.uk/order/parent-portal/login/ Login details are     
TrinityRichmond password u7ShT8dQ. With Christmas fast approaching, preparations are well           
underway in school for the events we hope to host this term. Information has also been sent out this 
week about the KS1 production .The rehearsals are going well for this - you are in for a treat! Further   
details about other events will be out soon.  
 
Finally, we need to say goodbye and thank you to our fabulous teaching assistant, Mrs Saward, who has been working with 
us in Reception. She has moved to a new role and we wish her all the very best for the future. 
 
Have a great weekend everyone and we’ll see you next week. 
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A MESSAGE FROM MISS HODGES AND MR GATRILL 

Dates for your Diary 

These are obviously dependent on current COVID guidelines, we will keep you updated and provide further    

information where needed closer to the time.  
 

Thursday 2nd December— Flu Vaccinations  

Wednesday 8th December—KS1 Nativity 2pm 

Thursday 9th December—KS1 Nativity 2pm and 6pm 

Friday 10th December—Christmas Jumper Day and Christmas Lunch 

Monday 13th December—KS2 Writing Workshop 

Tuesday 14th December—EYFS Christmas Performance, 1:30pm and 5:15pm 

Wednesday 15th December—KS2 Carols, 3:30pm 

Thursday 16th December— Friends Christmas Funday—more information to follow soon. 

Friday 17th December—Christmas Service in Church, 2pm 

Friday 17th December—Finish for Christmas  

https://mychildsart.co.uk/order/parent-portal/login/
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Nursery — We have continued to look at different Nursery rhymes this week and linked our learning to these.  Our PE    

session was all under the sea and we have had a great time smashing Humpty Dumpty. We have also been exploring      

magnets and loved making egg boats.  

Ms Stewart  -  This week in Reception we have read Katie and the Starry Night, focussing on the artist Vincent Van Gogh. 

We have been colour mixing shades of blue and created starry masterpieces.    

Miss Grainger -  As artists, Year 1 have used pastels to create amazing space pictures showing the different planets. After 

reading the story, 'Aliens Love Underpants,' we had lots of fun designing and describing our own aliens.   

Mrs Weighell -  Year 1 and 2 have been thinking about the gifts baby Jesus received during our R.E discussions this week. 

We have thought about what a new baby would need and get given now.  In Maths, we are experts at identifying 3D 

shapes and have made rockets using 3D shapes.  

Mrs Foxwell -  This week in Year 3 and 4 we had a sunny, but chilly, morning on Thursday being History detectives around 

Richmond. We were looking at how buildings have changed over time, from the castle to the station, but particularly    

looking for evidence of Georgian buildings. Wow! We found loads of buildings that we think are particularly Georgian in 

style, no wonder Richmond has its own Georgian Festival.  

Mrs Whitaker and Mrs Young -  This week Year 4/5 have been introduced to A Christmas Carol by Charles Dickens. They 
have really impressed us when listening to the text, as it has some tricky language in it. They are now planning their own 
versions of the story. Once again, they showed an impressive attitude on Wednesday when they learnt a new sport-       
Archery. They listened to the instructions and they showed great improvement throughout the session. 
 
Mr Wells - This week Year 6 have had a geography focus, investigating coasts. We looked at how they are formed, how 
they are affected by erosion and what coastal management strategies can be employed to protect our coasts. The children 
were intrigued by pictures of the Holbeck Hotel Disaster. Children also enjoyed work on 'The Jaberwocky' by Lewis Carroll 
as our whole class reading focus and were surprised by how easy multiplying fractions was in maths.  
 

CLASS NEWS. A MESSAGE FROM... 

 

Our ‘Stars of the Week’ for this week are: 

Mrs Duncan /Mrs Kelly (Nursery):  Theo Southgate for super artwork and lovely  

manners.  

Ms Stewart (Reception): Lily Heylings for super progress in her work. 

Miss Grainger (Year 1):  Harry Read for his fantastic attitude to learning.  
 
Mrs Weighell (Year 1/2):  Macy Brown for significantly improving her handwriting and producing  
some excellent pieces of extended writing this week.  
. 
Mrs Foxwell (Year 3/4):  Evie Mae Bateman for always working hard and being a fountain of knowledge on our 

trip round Richmond.   

Mrs Whitaker/Mrs Young (Year 4/5): Ethal Vakaru for showing fantastic determination in her maths work and 

Jackson Findlay for persevering with his maths this week and working really hard on his presentation in his book

– Well done Jackson.    

Mr Wells (Year 5/6):  Thomas Bufton for working incredibly hard and building on advice in maths.   

A very big well done to you all! 
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Sunday 28th November- Christingle at St Marys, 4.00 pm 

It's the time for the Christingle Service - 

back as a live service in church!  All are 

welcome to this all-age service in which 

we receive and light the Christingle     

oranges and candles.  This service   

supports the work of The Children's   

Society with a focus on letting light 

shine in our world.  Please spread the 

word and encourage others to            

experience this beautiful event. More 

details can be found on the church   

website. 

Attendance for the Week Beginning the  

15th  November 

   
Class   

Percentage 
Attendance  

Total teaching 
time lost due to 
late arrivals   

Reception   97.35% 20 mins 

Y1 KG   95.59% 52 mins 

Y1-2 KW   95.56% 30  mins 

Y3-4  LF 96.24% 30 mins 

Y4-5 LW   90.91% 10 mins 

Y5-6 RW   97.64% 20 mins 

Total 95.63% 2 hrs 42 mins 

Our attendance is creeping back up but 

is still below the 96% which we would 

like to see it above. 

Every class had some lateness this 

week. We do appreciate that on the 

odd occasion this can be unavoidable. 

If your child is regularly late we will be 

in touch to see how we can work with 

you to improve punctuality. 

Have a lovely weekend everyone.  

WANTED 

If you have any balls of wool at home 

which you no longer need we would be 

very grateful for them in school. Any 

amount, any colour, 

we have some    

creative  projects 

lined up!  
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GARDENING AT SCHOOL 
In the spring we are hoping to restore our poly tunnel and get growing! Our site is quite exposed and in the 
past our poor poly tunnel has been damaged in high winds. I would really love some advice from any keen 
gardeners amongst our school community who may be able to help me secure the next layer of polythene 
more permanently. Perhaps we have some keen allotment owners who may have faced this challenge         
before? Please contact the school office if you can help. 

We are also hoping to redevelop our old vegetable patch which has become rather over grown. We will be 
organising a weekend working party to clear the area in the new year and any help from our school families 
will be greatly appreciated. Further details nearer the time! 

Mrs Young 

Class Teacher 

Outdoor Learning and Forest School Subject Leader 



ur FREE SCHOOL MEALS 

From 1 April 2018 the Government introduced new regulations for people claiming free schools 
meals who receive Universal Credit. The change means that if your net annual earnings are more 
than £7,400 you will not be eligible to claim free school meals. 

Pupils who received free school meals before 1 April 2018 and pupils who are assessed as        
eligible after 1 April 2018 will continue to receive free school meals until the end of the universal 
roll out period, which is expected to be March 2022. This applies even if they no longer meet the 
eligibility criteria at a subsequent point during the roll out period. 

At the end of the Universal Credit roll out period, any existing pupil who no longer meets the   
eligibility criteria will continue to receive free school meals until the end of their current phase 
of education, i.e. primary or secondary school. 

 

Qualifying for free school meals 
To qualify for free school meals you must fulfil one of the following criteria: 

 Universal Credit, provided you have an annual net earned income of no more than £7,400, as 
assessed by earnings from up to three of your most recent assessment periods (£616.67 per 
month); 

 Income Support; 

 Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance; 

 Income-related Employment and Support Allowance; 

 Support under part six of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999; 

 The guarantee element of Pension Credit; 

 Child Tax Credit, provided you are also not entitled to Working Tax Credit and have an annual 
household gross income that does not exceed £16,190 (as assessed by HMRC); or 

 Working Tax Credit run-on, paid for four weeks after you stop qualifying for Working 
Tax Credit. 

Please note that contributions-based benefits, including contribution-related Jobseekers'         
Allowance do not entitle you to claim free school meals. 

Apply for free school meals 
If you meet the criteria, apply by using the application form (docx / 147 KB) 

Applications are usually processed within five working days. You will be notified in writing, either 
by post or email, if your child is entitled and we will also let the school know. You should          
continue to pay until confirmation comes through. Schools may be able to arrange                     
reimbursement of payment made while your entitlement is  being confirmed. Free school meals 
claims cannot be backdated. They are awarded from the date we receive the application, once 
eligibility is confirmed. This is because there is a legal requirement for a request to be made,   
before a free school meal can be provided.  

 

If you are not entitled to free school meals, you will be notified in writing.  

For more information please visit the NYCC website: https://www.northyorks.gov.uk/free-school
-meals 

COOLMILK FOR YEARS 1-6 

If you would like to register your child for school milk this can be done online at www.coolmilk.com.  If you are 

currently in receipt of free school meals please contact the school office who will be able to  arrange this for 

you.  

Children currently in Tots, Nursery and Reception already receive free school milk in school. 

https://www.northyorks.gov.uk/sites/default/files/fileroot/Education%20and%20learning/School%20meals/FMB1%20-%20FSM%20APPLICATION%20Sept%202020.docx
https://www.northyorks.gov.uk/free-school-meals
https://www.northyorks.gov.uk/free-school-meals
http://www.coolmilk.com

