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Though it is the smallest of all seeds, yet when it grows, it is the biggest of all plants 

and becomes a tree, so that the birds come and make their nests in its branches. 
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Early Years Policy 

 

Introduction 

Across Trinity Early Years, we follow the Statutory framework for the early years 
foundation stage which sets the standards for learning, development and care for 
children from birth to five (effective 1 September 2021).   
 
This mandatory framework states: 
“Every child deserves the best possible start in life and the support that enables 
them to fulfil their potential. Children develop quickly in the early years and a child’s 
experiences between birth and age five have a major impact on their future life 
chances. A secure, safe and happy childhood is important in its own right. Good 
parenting and high quality early learning together provide the foundation children 
need to make the most of their abilities and talents as they grow up.” 
 
This is very well-reflected in our schools’ visions. 

 “Though it is the smallest of all seeds, yet when it grows, it is the largest of all 

garden plants and becomes a tree, so that the birds come and perch on its 

branches.” (Matthew vs. 31-32) 

Trinity Academy Eppleby Forcett and Middleton Tyas: “Roots to grow, wings to fly” 

Trinity Academy Richmond: “Dream, believe, achieve”  

At our schools, every individual will be nurtured to grow and flourish into curious, 

aspirational, respectful, well-rounded individuals, ready to take their next steps into 

the world and to achieve their full potential with confidence.  

The Early Years form the essential foundations for future learning. 
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The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS)  

The EYFS specifies requirements for learning and development and for safeguarding 
children and promoting their welfare.  
 

The Safeguarding and welfare requirements  
 
Across Trinity Early Years, the safety and welfare of children is paramount. 
The EYFS (2021) states that children learn best when they are healthy, safe and 
secure, when their individual needs are met, and when they have positive 
relationships with the adults caring for them. The safeguarding and welfare 
requirements help providers create high quality settings which are welcoming, safe 
and stimulating, and where children are able to enjoy learning and grow in 
confidence. Early years providers must: safeguard children; ensure the suitability of 
adults who have contact with children; promote good health; manage behaviour; 
and maintain records, policies and procedures.  

Our settings have due regard to the government's statutory guidance ‘Working 
Together to Safeguard Children’ and to the ‘Prevent duty guidance for England and 
Wales’ and to the government’s ‘Keeping Children Safe in Education’ statutory 
guidance.  
 
In addition to our Child Protection and Safeguarding Policy, we have specific 
guidance for Early Years regarding the taking, storing and using images of children, 
(including mobile phone, tablet, video and camera use)   
The following rules must be adhered to:   

· Staff must not use their own personal equipment - the school has equipment 
for taking images. All devices which have a camera, video and/or internet 
access must be used appropriately. Images are saved on Teams or the server 
and are printed or reproduced at the setting to ensure that photos and 
recordings of the children cannot be used inappropriately.  

· We must adhere to permission from parents for taking and using images of 
their children, as detailed on Bromcom. Children who are not to be 
photographed must be kept safe, whilst still taking part in the event.  

· Staff’s personal equipment must be stored securely away from the EYFS 
classrooms whilst children, volunteers and parents are on site. This includes 
all devices which have a camera, video and/or internet access including, but 
not limited to, mobile phones, tablets and smart watches.  

· In personal emergencies staff and volunteers should be contacted via the 
setting telephone.  

 

Trinity Early Years settings provide a secure, caring and nurturing environment that 

is essential in meeting the needs of each child within our settings.  Individual needs 

are highly respected, fostering an attitude where everyone is treated with kindness, 

warmth and care, believing that everyone matters and believing in one another, 

laying the foundations of understanding of equality, diversity and inclusivity.  
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Four guiding principles should shape practice in early years settings. These are:  

• every child is a unique child, who is constantly learning and can be resilient, 
capable, confident and self-assured  
 

• children learn to be strong and independent through positive relationships  
 

• children learn and develop well in enabling environments with teaching 
and support from adults, who respond to their individual interests and 
needs and help them to build their learning over time. Children benefit from a 
strong partnership between practitioners and parents and/or carers.  

 
• importance of learning and development. Children develop and learn at 

different rates. The framework covers the education and care of all children in 
early years provision, including children with special educational needs and 
disabilities (SEND).  

 
The areas of learning and development  
 
There are seven areas of learning and development that must shape educational 
programmes in early years settings. All areas of learning and development are 
important and inter-connected.  
 
Three areas are particularly important for building a foundation for igniting children’s 
curiosity and enthusiasm for learning, forming relationships and thriving. These are 
the prime areas:  
•communication and language 

•physical development 

•personal, social and emotional development 

 

Providers must also support children in four specific areas, through which the three 
prime areas are strengthened and applied. The specific areas are: 

•literacy 

•mathematics 

•understanding the world 

•expressive arts and design 
 
Educational programmes outline activities and experiences for children across all 
areas of learning.  Early Learning Goals (ELGs) support teachers to make a holistic, 
best-fit judgement about a child’s expected development and attainment at the end 
of the Reception year.  The Reception Baseline Assessment will be completed 
during the first 6 weeks in which a child starts Reception. It will assess a child’s early 
mathematics, literacy, communication & language. The data generated will not be 
shared with the school and will only be used as a progress measure when a child 
completes KS2. 
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Practitioners must consider the individual needs, interests, and development of each 
child in their care, and must use this information to plan a challenging and enjoyable 
experience for each child in all areas of learning and development. Practitioners 
working with the youngest children are expected to ensure a strong foundation for 
children’s development in the three prime areas. The specific areas of learning 
provide children with a broad curriculum and with opportunities to strengthen and 
apply the prime areas of learning.  
 
In planning and guiding what children learn, practitioners must reflect on the 
different rates at which children are developing and consider the three 
characteristics of effective teaching and learning which are:  
 
• playing and exploring - children investigate and experience things, and ‘have a 
go’  

• active learning - children concentrate and keep on trying if they encounter 
difficulties, and enjoy achievements  

• creating and thinking critically - children have and develop their own ideas, 
make links between ideas, and develop strategies for doing things  
 
This framework does not prescribe a particular teaching approach.  
Play is essential for children’s development, building their confidence as they learn to 
explore, relate to others, set their own goals and solve problems. Children learn by 
leading their own play, and by taking part in play which is guided by adults.  
 
Practitioners need to decide what they want children in their setting to learn, and 
the most effective ways to teach it. Practitioners must stimulate children’s interests, 
responding to each child’s emerging needs and guiding their development through 
warm, positive interactions coupled with secure routines for play and learning.  
Effective continuous provision provides children with a constant environment that is 

safe for them to explore whilst challenging their learning. It allows children the 

freedom to explore and become independent in making choices.  The role of the 

practitioner within the continuous provision is crucial; to scaffold and foster 

children’s ability to interact with their environment and its resources appropriately 

and effectively; play alongside children within the environment, helping to model 

language skills and ideas; extending the children’s learning further and prompting 

their creative thinking.  This in turn also helps to strengthen relationships formed 

with children. 

A quality learning experience for children requires a quality workforce.  
A well-qualified, skilled staff strongly increases the potential of any individual setting 

to deliver the best possible outcomes for children.  Children learn to be learners and 

achievers.  The Trinity Early Years Team works collaboratively and enthusiastically to 

share best practice across our settings with regular team meetings and staff training.  

High-quality teaching motivates and stimulates children’s interests and enthusiasm. 

Children are eager to join in and grow in confidence to find things out for 

themselves, building resilience and tolerance.   
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Curriculum intention, implementation and impact statement for Trinity 

Early Years 

Intent – what are we aiming to achieve at Trinity Early Years through our 

curriculum? 

Our purpose is to introduce children to a love of learning. We want children to be 

excited about their learning and to be creative, independent thinkers who can 

express and explore their own ideas.  Through the EYFS curriculum we want all 

children to develop the core skills of social play, physical development, rich language 

and vocabulary, literacy, mathematics, an understanding of the world around us and 

the creative arts to prepare children for their next stage of learning. Experiences that 

are linked to the children’s interests and learning provide children with new learning 

opportunities to build on what they already know.  

We want to develop partnerships and good relationships with parents to encourage 

them to be involved in their child’s learning and progress and to extend their child’s 

learning at home.   

We also intend to develop the moral compass of our young learners, to understand 

spirituality in themselves and others, to help them engage in their local community 

and the wider world. 

Implementation – how are we going to deliver and achieve our intentions? 

Research finds that children learn most effectively through play.  Our well-resourced 

early years settings give children free choice and the opportunity to follow their own 

interests by experimenting, taking risks and collaborating with their friends and 

adults within the settings.  Our indoor and outdoor provisions are open-ended, 

enabling children to engage and interpret them in their own way.  Direct skills such 

as phonics, handwriting and maths are introduced through short, whole class carpet 

sessions using interactive song, dance and games. Learning is then applied and 

consolidated with individual children within their play and in continuous provision. 

There are regular story times to share books and enjoy reading. Our experienced 

team of practitioners use observational assessment and quality interactions to track 

each child’s progress to enable us to plan for each child’s next steps, supporting and 

challenging them all accordingly.   

We share children’s learning with parents through our online learning journey and 

weekly newsletter with suggestions about how to continue learning at home.  

Parents are invited into school to events such as ‘bedtime stories’ to help them to 

support their children with phonics learning and to encourage a love of reading.  

We identify good role-models and develop our moral compass through daily 

collective worship and weekly Religious Education lessons, through discussions and 

stories about our Christian values and the values, beliefs and communities of others.  

We have close links with our local churches who visit schools, lead collective worship 

and perform Open the Book worship. 
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Impact – What difference is the curriculum and the way we implement it making to 

our children? 

Our play-rich, broad and balanced curriculum along with our open-ended, well-

resourced provision enable children to make choices about their own learning and 

enjoy it.  This results in children who are curious, enthusiastic and engaged in their 

learning, can sustain levels of concentration and can think for themselves. They 

understand why they are learning and can explain what they already know.  Children 

also understand that learning can be challenging and if we ‘can’t do it yet’, we can 

learn how to do it together in the future. Children’s attainment and end of year 

outcomes are strong, in line with or exceeding their potential considering their 

starting points and Age Related Expectations.  Children are prepared academically, 

physically and socially for the next stage of their learning. 

Relationships between parents, staff and children are excellent.  Parents know that 

their children feel safe, secure and respected.  There is a shared understanding and 

trust between home and school.  Parents are informed about their children’s 

progress. They contribute to their children’s learning either to their online learning 

journal with experiences outside of school or by supporting them at home with 

regular reading and home learning activities.  A partnership with parents is 

developed and valued. 

Children are motivated to follow our Christian values and demonstrate friendship, 

perseverance and respect for others along with kindness, forgiveness, truthfulness, 

courage and thankfulness.  They know and understand our school rules and the 

reasons for them and are able to decide what is right and what is wrong. Children 

share their learning of our Christian values at home and encourage others to be 

good citizens within the local community. 
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