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Proud to be Church of England Academies 

Though it is the smallest of all seeds, yet when it grows, it is the biggest of all plants 

and becomes a tree, so that the birds come and make their nests in its branches. 

(Matthew 13 vs. 31-32) 
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Intent 

RE within our trinity both supports and strengthens what we aim to do in every aspect 

of school life.  Specifically, RE in our schools aims to enable pupils of whatever ability 

and level of development to: 

1. Enable pupils to know about and understand Christianity as a living faith that 

influences the lives of people worldwide and as the religion that has most shaped 

British culture and heritage. 

2. Enable pupils to know and understand about other major world religions and non-

religious worldviews, their impact on society, culture and the wider world, enabling 

pupils to express ideas and insights.   

3. Develop an understanding of the influence of beliefs, values and traditions on 

individuals, communities, societies and cultures, including the local community; 

4. Contribute to the development of pupils’ own spiritual/philosophical convictions, 

exploring and enriching their own beliefs and values. 

5. Recognise the right of people to hold different beliefs within an ethnically and 

socially diverse society. 

 

Implementation 

Background to Religious Education at our Schools 

As Religious Education (RE) is not a National Curriculum subject, our schools follow the 

‘Dioceses of Leeds and York Diocesan Syllabus for Religious Education’ (2017). As 

church schools, RE has the same status as a core subject. 

Time Allocation 

In line with the recommendations of the syllabus close to 10% (but no less than 5%) of 

curriculum time must be allocated to the teaching of RE. At Foundation Stage RE will 

be delivered flexibly according to the statutory requirements of the EYFS. In Key 

Stage 1 and Key Stage 2 children will receive, on average, 1 house of RE a week 

(collective worship and school productions are not included). 

 

Teaching 

Teaching the programmes of study should allow children to encounter diverse religious 

traditions, alongside non-religious worldviews, and present a broad and flexible 

strategy that allows different traditions to be treated with integrity. Teaching and 

learning in the classroom will encompass 3 different elements: 

 Making Sense of Beliefs: Identifying and making sense of core religious and non-

religious concepts and beliefs; understanding what these beliefs mean within 

their traditions; recognise how and why sources of authority are used, 

expressed and interpreted in different ways, and developing skills of 

interpretation. 
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 Understanding the Impact: Examining how and why people put their beliefs into 

action in diverse ways, within their everyday lives, within their communities and 

in the wider world. 

 Making Connections: Reasoning about, reflecting on, evaluating and connecting 

the concepts, beliefs and practices studies; allowing pupils to challenge ideas and 

the ideas to challenge pupils’ thinking; discerning possible connections between 

these ideas and pupils’ own lives and the ways of understanding the world. 

 

The teaching of RE seeks both to impart knowledge and develop understanding of 

religious experiences, feelings and attitudes through a variety of teaching and learning 

approaches (see appendix 1 for further information regarding the teaching and learning 

of RE).   

 

The RE long-term plans provide a spiral curriculum approach to the subject, allowing 

children to build on previous knowledge to gain a deeper understanding of key religious 

concepts (see appendix 2 for long-term RE plans). Where appropriate, lessons are 

adapted to ensure that they are inclusive and accessible to all pupils. Gifted and 

talented children are challenged accordingly and given opportunities to showcase their 

work. 

 

Parental rights to withdraw children from RE 

Parents have the right to withdraw their children from all or part of the RE 

programme. Agreement on alternative provision for the children would need to be 

reached should they be withdrawn from the RE programme. 

Teachers may also withdraw from the teaching of RE. 

 

Equal Opportunities 

Provision for RE is in accordance with the schools’ equal opportunities policy. 

In accordance with the aims of our schools, the pupils will develop an appreciation of 

and respect for the beliefs and philosophies of others. Pupils will be encouraged to 

value the rich variety of cultural traditions and lifestyles represented in Great Britain. 

It is acknowledged and respected that deep beliefs are held in the area of Religious 

Education. It is therefore our aim to deal with any matters arising as sensitively as 

possible. 

 

Provision for children with special educational needs, including more able children will 

follow the school’s policies in these areas. Children’s needs are carefully monitored and 

supported through teacher planning and assessment. This enables objectives, tasks, 

teaching methods, resources and teacher/adult input to be matched to pupil needs. It 

includes the use of more challenging objectives or extension materials and tasks for 

the more able. 
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Collective Worship 

At all acts of worship, our trinity candle is lit on the altar to remind the children of the 

presence of God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  When it is lit, it is a sign to the 

children that they are present at worship and to behave with reverence.  

Themes are selected as a focus for school assemblies, based on the chosen Christian 

values of: Friendship, Respect, Perseverance, Compassion, Courage, Forgiveness, 

Generosity, Justice, Service, Thankfulness, Trust and Truthfulness. These themes are 

taught on a two-year rolling programme, on a half-termly basis. The themes may also 

include major events and festivals in the church year, stories from the Bible, topics 

from the curriculum, known national and international events and aspects from the 

school calendar. Teachers may choose from a range of methods to approach worship.  

School worship includes whole school services at each site’s respective churches; St 

Cuthbert’s (Eppleby Forcett), St Michael’s and All Angels (Middleton Tyas) and St 

Mary’s Parish Church (Richmond). We attend church to celebrate Harvest, Christmas, 

Easter and the end of the school year. Parents, carers, governors, visitors, members of 

the community are invited to join the children in their worship. 

Impact 
Our Religious Education should encourage all participants to reflect on their own 

beliefs and values and to acknowledge that others hold beliefs different from their 

own. 

 

Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural Development (SMSC) 

Our schools strive to build a community that encourages all its members to develop 

respect for each other and SMSC is taught across all aspects of the curriculum, 

not just RE.  In addition, we provide a happy, stimulating and caring environment 

where there are opportunities, encouragement and stimuli to allow each child to 

flourish. 

Spiritual development focuses on an individual’s own personal beliefs and values and 

their resulting behaviours. Through spiritual development, children are able to 

understand their own feelings and emotions and this enables them to reflect and to 

learn. 

Moral development means exploring, understanding and recognising shared values and 

considering the issues of right and wrong. 

Social development involves learners working effectively together and participating 

successfully in the school community as a whole. During a pupil’s social development, 

they gain interpersonal skills that allow them to form successful relationships and to 

become a positive team member. 
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Cultural development enables learners to develop an understanding of their own culture 

and of other cultures locally, nationally and internationally. It also means learning to 

feel comfortable in a variety of cultures and valuing cultural diversity. 

 

 

Appendix 1: The teaching and Learning of RE 

Where pieces of work are individual, this is to be written in individual RE books. The 

expectations for presentation should be as high as any other written subject: date and 

learning question (linked to that session’s objective) written neatly and underlined, 

handwriting legible and joined (where appropriate). 

 

 

Individual pieces of RE work should be marked in line with the schools’ marking and 

feedback policy, with evidence of marking providing children with the opportunity to 

develop their understanding further. 

 

With whole class activities (role-play, whole class discussions etc.), these are to be 

stuck in the class’ ‘Big Book’. This provides evidence of learning whilst preventing 

unnecessary duplication of work. 

Any ‘Big Book’ work should evidence the unit of learning/objective being studied, along 

with the date. 

Where possible, children should be encouraged to contribute to their ‘Big Book’, rather 

than staff writing up comments individually.  
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When monitoring RE, the subject leader should be able to look 

through both an individual RE book, alongside the class’ ‘Big 

Book’ to see sequential teaching and learning of each unit. 

Appendix 2a Trinity Academy Richmond Long-term Plan 

 

 Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 

FS2 

DIOCESAN SYLLABUS 

Being Special: Where do we 

belong? 

UNDERSTANDING 

CHRISTIANITY: 

Why do Christians perform 

nativity plays at Christmas? 

DIOCESAN SYLLABUS 

Which stories are special 

and why? 

(Focus on stories from all 

religions) 

UNDERSTANDING 

CHRISTIANITY 

Why do Christians put a 

cross in an Easter garden? 

DIOCESAN SYLLABUS 

Which places are special and 

why? 

UNDERSTANDING 

CHRISTIANITY: 

Why is the word God so 

important to Christians? 

Year 

1 

DIOCESAN SYLLABUS 

Who am I? What does it 

mean to belong? 

(6 weeks) 

UNDERSTANDING 

CHRISTIANITY: 

Why does Christmas 

matter? 

(4-6 weeks) 

World Faith Rolling 

Programme 

(See Below) 

UNDERSTANDING 

CHRISTIANITY: 

Why does Easter matter? 

(4-6 weeks) 

UNDERSTANDING 

CHRISTIANITY: 

What is the good news that 

Jesus brings? 

(6-8 weeks) 

UNDERSTANDING 

CHRISTIANITY 

What do Christians believe 

God is like? 

(6-8 weeks) 

Year 

2 

DIOCESAN SYLLABUS 

How should we care for the 

world and for others, and 

why does it matter? 

(6-8 weeks) 

UNDERSTANDING 

CHRISTIANITY: 

Why does Christmas 

matter? 

(4-6 weeks) 

World Faith Rolling 

Programme 

(See Below) 

UNDERSTANDING 

CHRISTIANITY: 

Why does Easter matter? 

(4-6 weeks) 

UNDERSTANDING 

CHRISTIANITY: 

Who made the world? 

(6-8 weeks) 

DIOCESAN SYLLABUS 

What makes some places 

sacred to believers? 

(8-10 weeks) 

Year 

3/4 

A 

UNDERSTANDING 

CHRISTIANITY: 

What do Christians learn 

from the Creation story? 

(6-8 weeks) 

UNDERSTANDING 

CHRISTIANITY: 

What kind of world did 

Jesus want? 

(6-8 weeks) 

World Faith Rolling 

Programme 

(See Below) 

UNDERSTANDING 

CHRISTIANITY: 

Why do Christians call the 

day Jesus dies ‘Good Friday?’ 

(4-6 weeks) 

UNDERSTANDING 

CHRISTIANITY: 

When Jesus left, what was 

the impact of Pentecost? 

(6-8 weeks) 

DIOCESAN SYLLABUS 

What are the deeper 

meaning of festivals? 

(6-8 weeks) 

Year 

3/4 

B 

UNDERSTANDING 

CHRISTIANITY: 

What is it like to follow God? 

(8-10 week) 

UNDERSTANDING 

CHRISTIANITY: 

What is the Trinity? 

(6-8 weeks) 

World Faith Rolling 

Programme 

(See Below) 

UNDERSTANDING 

CHRISTIANITY: 

Why do Christians call the 

day Jesus dies ‘Good Friday’? 

(4-6 weeks) 

DIOCESAN SYLLABUS: 

How and why do believers show their commitments during the 

journey of life? 

(8-10 weeks) 

Year 

4/5 

A 

UNDERSTANDING 

CHRISTIANITY: 

What does it mean if God is 

holy and loving? 

(6-8 weeks) 

UNDERSTANDING 

CHRISTIANITY: 

What kind of world did 

Jesus want? 

(6-8 weeks)* 

World Faith Rolling 

Programme 

(See Below) 

UNDERSTANDING 

CHRISTIANITY 

What did Jesus do to save 

human beings? 

(6-8 weeks) 

UNDERSTANDING 

CHRISTIANITY: 

What would Jesus do? 

(6-8 weeks) 

UNDERSTANDING 

CHRISTIANITY 

What kind of king is Jesus? 

(6-8 weeks) 

Year 

4/5 

B 

UNDERSTANDING 

CHRISTIANITY: 

What is it like to follow God? 

(8-10 week)* 

UNDERSTANDING 

CHRISTIANITY: 

How can following God bring 

freedom and justice? 

(6-8 weeks) 

World Faith Rolling 

Programme 

(See Below) 

UNDERSTANDING 

CHRISTIANITY: 

Why do Christians call the 

day Jesus dies ‘Good Friday?’ 

(4-6 weeks)* 

DIOCESAN SYLLABUS: 

How and why do believers show their commitments during the 

journey of life? 

(8-10 weeks)* 

Year 

6 

UNDERSTANDING 

CHRISTIANITY: 

Creation and science: 

conflicting or 

complementary? 

(6-8 weeks) 

UNDERSTANDING 

CHRISTIANITY: 

Was Jesus the Messiah? 

(6-8 weeks) 

DIOCESAN SYLLABUS: 

What will make our 

city/town/village a more 

respectful place? 

(6-8 weeks)** 

UNDERSTANDING 

CHRISTIANITY: 

What difference does the 

Resurrection make for 

Christians? 

(6-8 weeks) 

DIOCESAN SYLLABUS: 

How do religions help people live through good times and bad 

times? 

(6-8 weeks)** 

 

 

*Where children have studied these units before, they will need to examine the ‘Digging Deeper’ section of the unit to develop their understanding 

further. 

**These Year 6 units should focus on all 6 major world religions: Christianity, Islam, Judaism, Hinduism, Sikhism and Buddhism. They should 

consolidate children’s understandings of these religions that has been build up through the ‘World Faith Rolling Programme’ studied from FS2 – Year 5. 

 

World Faiths Rolling Programme 

 World Faith Studied Year 1 Unit of Learning Year 2 Unit of Learning 
Year 3/4 Unit of 

Learning 

Year 4/5 Unit of 

Learning 

Year A 

(2023/2024) 

Islam 
DIOCESAN SYLLABUS: 

Who is Muslim and what do they 

believe? 

What special festivals do 

Muslims celebrate and why? 

What does it mean to be a 

Muslim in Britain today? 

What does a Muslim place of 

worship look like? 

Year B 

(2024/2025) 

Judaism 
DIOCESAN SYLLABUS: 

Who is Jewish and how do they 

live? 

What special festivals do Jews 

celebrate and why? 

What does it mean to be a Jew 

in Britain today? 

What does a Jewish place of 

worship look like? 
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Year C 

(2025/2026) 
Sikhism 

Who is Sikh and what do they 

believe? 

What special festivals do Sikhs 

celebrate and why? 

DIOCESAN SYLLABUS: 

What does it mean to be a Sikh 

in Britain today? 

What does a Sikh place of 

worship look like? 

Year D 

(2021/2022) 
Hinduism 

Who is Hindu and what do they 

believe? 

What special festivals to Hindus 

celebrate and why? 

DIOCESAN SYLLABUS: 

What does it mean to be a Hindu 

in Britain today? 

What does a Hindu place of 

worship look like? 

Year E 

(2022/2023) 
Buddhism 

Who is Buddhist and what do 

they believe? 

What special festival do 

Buddhists celebrate and why? 

What does it mean to be a 

Buddhist in Britain today? 

What does a Buddhist place of 

worship look like? 

 

* Staff may adapt a ‘Diocesan Syllabus’ unit for those religions without an existing unit. 

- Staff can use a variety of resources to deliver each unit. 

- RE Online (http://www.reonline.org.uk/knowing/what-re/) has a wealth of information and teaching ideas for each religion. 

*A visit to each place of worship should be part of the year 4/5 units of learning. 
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Appendix 2b Trinity Academy Middleton Tyas/Eppleby Forcett Long-Term Plan 

 
 Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 

FS2 

DIOCESAN SYLLABUS 

Being Special: Where do we 

belong? 

UNDERSTANDING 

CHRISTIANITY: 

Why do Christians perform 

nativity plays at Christmas? 

DIOCESAN SYLLABUS 

Which stories are special 

and why?  

(Focus on stories from all 

religions) 

UNDERSTANDING 

CHRISTIANITY 

Why do Christians put a 

cross in an Easter garden? 

DIOCESAN SYLLABUS 

Which places are special and 

why? 

UNDERSTANDING 

CHRISTIANITY: 

Why is the word God so 

important to Christians? 

Year 

1 

DIOCESAN SYLLABUS 

Who am I? What does it 

mean to belong? 

(6 weeks) 

UNDERSTANDING 

CHRISTIANITY: 

Why does Christmas 

matter? 

(4-6 weeks) 

World Faith Rolling 

Programme 

(See Below) 

UNDERSTANDING 

CHRISTIANITY: 

Why does Easter matter? 

(4-6 weeks) 

UNDERSTANDING 

CHRISTIANITY: 

What is the good news that 

Jesus brings? 

(6-8 weeks) 

UNDERSTANDING 

CHRISTIANITY 

What do Christians believe 

God is like? 

(6-8 weeks) 

Year 

2 

DIOCESAN SYLLABUS 

How should we care for the 

world and for others, and 

why does it matter? 

(6-8 weeks) 

UNDERSTANDING 

CHRISTIANITY: 

Why does Christmas 

matter? 

(4-6 weeks) 

World Faith Rolling 

Programme 

(See Below) 

UNDERSTANDING 

CHRISTIANITY: 

Why does Easter matter? 

(4-6 weeks) 

UNDERSTANDING 

CHRISTIANITY: 

Who made the world? 

(6-8 weeks) 

DIOCESAN SYLLABUS 

What makes some places 

sacred to believers?  

(8-10 weeks) 

Year 

3 

UNDERSTANDING 

CHRISTIANITY: 

What do Christians learn 

from the Creation story? 

(6-8 weeks) 

UNDERSTANDING 

CHRISTIANITY: 

What is the Trinity? 

(6-8 weeks) 

World Faith Rolling 

Programme 

(See Below) 

UNDERSTANDING 

CHRISTIANITY: 

Why do Christians call the 

day Jesus dies ‘Good Friday?’ 

(4-6 weeks) 

UNDERSTANDING 

CHRISTIANITY: 

When Jesus left, what was 

the impact of Pentecost? 

(6-8 weeks) 

DIOCESAN SYLLABUS 

What are the deeper 

meaning of festivals?  

(6-8 weeks) 

Year 

4 

UNDERSTANDING 

CHRISTIANITY: 

What is it like to follow God? 

(8-10 week) 

UNDERSTANDING 

CHRISTIANITY: 

What kind of world did 

Jesus want? 

(6-8 weeks) 

World Faith Rolling 

Programme 

(See Below) 

UNDERSTANDING 

CHRISTIANITY: 

Why do Christians call the 

day Jesus dies ‘Good Friday’? 

(4-6 weeks) 

DIOCESAN SYLLABUS: 

How and why do believers show their commitments during the 

journey of life? 

(8-10 weeks) 

Year 

5 

UNDERSTANDING 

CHRISTIANITY: 

What does it mean if God is 

holy and loving? 

(6-8 weeks) 

UNDERSTANDING 

CHRISTIANITY: 

How can following God bring 

freedom and justice? 

(6-8 weeks) 

World Faith Rolling 

Programme 

(See Below) 

UNDERSTANDING 

CHRISTIANITY 

What did Jesus do to save 

human beings? 

(6-8 weeks) 

UNDERSTANDING 

CHRISTIANITY: 

What would Jesus do? 

(6-8 weeks) 

UNDERSTANDING 

CHRISTIANITY 

What kind of king is Jesus? 

(6-8 weeks) 

Year 

6 

UNDERSTANDING 

CHRISTIANITY: 

Creation and science: 

conflicting or 

complementary? 

(6-8 weeks) 

UNDERSTANDING 

CHRISTIANITY: 

Was Jesus the Messiah? 

(6-8 weeks) 

DIOCESAN SYLLABUS: 

What will make our 

city/town/village a more 

respectful place?  

(6-8 weeks)* 

UNDERSTANDING 

CHRISTIANITY: 

What difference does the 

Resurrection make for 

Christians? 

(6-8 weeks) 

DIOCESAN SYLLABUS: 

How do religions help people live through good times and bad 

times? 

(6-8 weeks)* 

 

 

*These Year 6 units should focus on all 6 major world religions: Christianity, Islam, Judaism, Hinduism, Sikhism and Buddhism. They should consolidate 

children’s understandings of these religions that has been build up through the ‘World Faith Rolling Programme’ studied from FS2 – Year 5. 

 

World Faiths Rolling Programme 

 World Faith Studied Year 1 Unit of Learning Year 2 Unit of Learning Year 3 Unit of Learning Year 4 Unit of Learning 
Year 5 Unit of Learning 

Year A 

(2023/2024) 

Islam 
DIOCESAN SYLLABUS: 

Who is Muslim and what do 

they believe? 

What special festivals do 

Muslims celebrate and 

why? 

What does it mean to be a 

Muslim in Britain today? 

DIOCESAN SYLLABUS: 

What does it mean for 

Muslims to follow God? 

What does a Muslim place 

of worship look like? 

Year B 

(2024/2025) 

Judaism 
DIOCESAN SYLLABUS: 

Who is Jewish and how do 

they live? 

What special festivals do 

Jews celebrate and why? 

What does it mean to be a 

Jew in Britain today? 

DIOCESAN SYLLABUS: 

What does it mean for a 

Jewish person to follow 

God? 

What does a Jewish place 

of worship look like? 
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Year C 

(2025/2026) 
Sikhism 

Who is Sikh and what do 

they believe? 

What special festivals do 

Sikhs celebrate and why? 

DIOCESAN SYLLABUS: 

What does it mean to be a 

Sikh in Britain today? 

What does it mean for a 

Sikh to follow God? 

What does a Sikh place of 

worship look like? 

Year D 

(2021/2022) 
Hinduism 

Who is Hindu and what do 

they believe? 

What special festivals to 

Hindus celebrate and why? 

DIOCESAN SYLLABUS: 

What does it mean to be a 

Hindu in Britain today? 

What does it mean for a 

Hindu to follow God? 

What does a Hindu place 

of worship look like? 

Year E 

(2022/2023) 
Buddhism 

Who is Buddhist and what 

do they believe? 

What special festival do 

Buddhists celebrate and 

why? 

What does it mean to be a 

Buddhist in Britain today? 

Why are the teachings of 

Buddha so appealing today?  

What does a Buddhist 

place of worship look like? 

 

* Staff may adapt a ‘Diocesan Syllabus’ unit for those religions without an existing unit. 

- Staff can use a variety of resources to deliver each unit. 

- RE Online (http://www.reonline.org.uk/knowing/what-re/) has a wealth of information and teaching ideas for each religion. 

 

*A visit to each place of worship should be part of the year 5 units of learning. 

 

http://www.reonline.org.uk/knowing/what-re/

