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Trinity Academy Eppleby Forcett, Middleton Tyas and Richmond 

Proud to be Church of England Academies 

Though it is the smallest of all seeds, yet when it grows, it is the biggest of all plants 

and becomes a tree, so that the birds come and make their nests in its branches. 

(Matthew 13 vs. 31-32) 

Music Policy  
 
INTENT  
At Trinity Academy, our school vision drives our entire curriculum. We provide a safe 
place of learning - a happy sanctuary for children where EVERY unique individual will 
be nurtured to grow and flourish to achieve their full potential with confidence.  
Music is a universal language that embodies one of the highest forms of creativity. It 
is a most powerful and unique form of communication that can change and impact 
the way we feel, think and act. Music’s unique place in our curriculum is vital for 
every pupil. Our intent is to engage and inspire all pupils to develop a love of music 
and their talent as musicians, and so increase their resilience, creativity and sense of 
achievement. Our intent is that pupils will develop a critical engagement with music, 
allowing them to compose, and to listen with discrimination to the best in the 
musical canon. (ref: National Curriculum PoS) 
 

IMPLEMENTATION  

EYFS The development of children’s artistic and cultural awareness supports their 

imagination and creativity. It is important that children have regular opportunities to 

engage with the arts, enabling them to explore and play with a wide range of media 

and materials. The quality and variety of what children see, hear and participate in is 

crucial for developing their understanding, self-expression, vocabulary and ability to 

communicate through the arts. The frequency, repetition and depth of their 

experiences are fundamental to their progress in interpreting and appreciating what 

they hear, respond to and observe. 

Music in the Foundation Stages is taught as an integral part of exploring and 

learning across all areas (Mathematics, Literacy, PSED, Physical Development, 

Understanding the World, Expressive Arts and Design). Clear guidance for 

practitioners in creating age appropriate, engaging musical experiences is provided 

in Development Matters.  Children have access to a range of musical instruments at 
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all times and to some instruments in outdoor areas. Charanga may also be used to 

support discrete music lessons and focussed learning. 

Years1-6 Charanga Music Scheme is used as the main resource to support quality 

music teaching and learning in all classes. The progressive scheme supports all areas 

of the National Curriculum (new developments with the scheme will also support the 

New Model Music Curriculum from Sept 2021). The scheme provides a spiral 

progression of concepts, skills, vocabulary and reinforces an increasing 

understanding of the interrelated dimensions of music. All supporting documents 

outlining progression, assessment and vocabulary accessible to staff in Teams and 

online. 

Where children are taught in mixed aged classes, teaching and learning will follow a 

two year cycle (see Long term plan). Charanga units of work provide medium and 

individual lesson plans. It is the responsibility of the teacher to ensure that they use 

these resources to prepare appropriately, including understanding musical 

knowledge and terminology to be taught in lessons.  

All lessons encompass a mixture of listening and appraising, singing, 

improvising/composing, playing and performing. All lessons will have a clear learning 

objective that is shared with the class and reviewed. Teachers have high 

expectations of pupils’ engagement and responses, challenging the quality of singing 

and performing so that pupils make good progress. Where appropriate, lessons are 

adapted to ensure that they are inclusive and accessible to all pupils. Gifted and 

talented children are challenged accordingly and given opportunities to showcase 

their work. All Trinity sites are well-equipped with a range of tuned and untuned 

instruments, including electronic keyboards. The teaching of how to play and handle 

instruments appropriately from the outset is important for children to make 

appropriate progress in their skills.  

Cross-curricula links are actively encouraged to enable pupils to make concrete 

connections of how musical provenance - the historical, social and cultural origins of 

music - contributes to the diversity of musical styles. See LTP for suggested links. 

Opportunities to showcase high quality musical learning to others will be made. This 

may be through concerts or shows, performing to other classes in school or at other 

venues in the community, or online through the school social media platforms. 

ICT (including electronic keyboards, online apps included in Charanga and ipad 

apps) will be used effectively to support improvisation, composing, and recording.  

 

Drumba® 
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At Eppleby Forcett and Middleton Tyas, we have bought into the Drumba® 
franchise. Drumba® is a high-energy workout session comprising a mix of popular 
music whilst learning the drums, burning calories and beating a custom made drum 
pad. Drumba® is a cross curricular class that delivers music and P.E in one lesson 
that demands concentration, coordination, stamina, and endurance. Based on circuit 
training routines, Drumba® leaves your cheeks aching just as much as all the other 
muscles in your body from all the fun, laughter and the sense of achievement it 
brings! We have a number of staff and children trained as Drumba® leaders and are 
delighted to be able to share the project with the community. 

 

Assessing attainment and progress in music  
Children are observed during music lessons and ongoing assessments are made 
supported by Charanga unit assessments. End of year judgements are based upon 
National Curriculum levels of attainment and EYFS goals.  Pupil progress and 
attainment is recorded termly on Tapestry/Target Tracker.  
When assessing performing and composing the emphasis is on quality.  
Dialogue between pupils/adults may be used to note pupil’s understanding when 
listening and appraising. Self and peer assessment can also be good sources of 
evidence for assessment. Digital recordings will provide valuable evidence for 
assessment.  
Pupils’ work will be evidenced through annotated photos and videos uploaded to 
Tapestry (EYFS) and Teams. A portfolio of expected standards will be developed by 
the subject leader as a reference tool.  
 
 
Inclusion  
We, at Trinity Academy, view equal opportunities in the widest possible sense as 
embracing the well-being, contribution and development of all members of the 
school community irrespective of gender, race, religion, ability, disability, age or 
socio-economic group.    
We teach music to all children, whatever their ability. Music forms part of the school 
curriculum policy to provide a broad and balanced education for all children. We 
provide learning opportunities that are matched to the needs of children with learning 
difficulties and make learning accessible to all.  
 

The opportunity to receive instrumental lessons from the LEA Music Service is 

available to all children.  

In addition extra-curricular clubs may be offered to enhance the Music Curriculum. 
Use of orchestral instruments in class music sessions is actively encouraged. 
 

Supplementary resources: 

BBC Ten Pieces: https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/ten-pieces Excellent resource bank for 

quality listening and appraising activities from range of musical eras and cultures 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/ten-pieces
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https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/bring-the-noise - aimed at early years and KS1 but 

useful CPD for all ages – teaching.  

EYFS/KS1: https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/ks1-music/zbcjscw - links to bring the 

noise, ten pieces for early years/KS1, and more. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zw2ntv4/resources/1 

KS2: https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zwxhfg8 - animations on all the ‘inter-

related dimensions’ of music 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/ks2-music/zfv96v4  

Sing Up: A wealth of songs to support all areas of the curriculum with teaching 

notes. Singing games – all ages, book resource with instructions and cd/dvd. 

 

IMPACT 
Children have an appreciation and enthusiasm for the diverse and inclusive nature of 
music in the world. Children meet (or exceed) the aims and expectations of EYFS 
and the Primary National Curriculum. 
 

EYFS (NB: the ELGs should not be used as a curriculum or in any way to limit the 

wide variety of rich experiences that are crucial to child development)  

Expressive Arts and Design ELG: Being Imaginative and Expressive  

Children at the expected level of development will: - Invent, adapt and recount 

narratives and stories with peers and their teacher; - Sing a range of well-known 

nursery rhymes and songs; Perform songs, rhymes, poems and stories with others, 

and – when appropriate – try to move in time with music  

Key stage 1  
Pupils use their voices expressively and creatively by singing songs and speaking 
chants and rhymes  
Play tuned and untuned instruments musically  
Listen with concentration and understanding to a range of high-quality live and 
recorded music  
Experiment with, create, select and combine sounds using the inter-related 
dimensions of music.  
At Greater Depth children: 

 Recognise / identify style indicators and different instruments used. 
 Find and internalise the pulse using movement. 
 Confidently use correct but basic musical language to describe the music you 

are listening to and their feelings towards it with reasons. 
 Listen, with respect, to other people’s ideas and feelings towards the music 

they have listened to. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/bring-the-noise
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/ks1-music/zbcjscw
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zw2ntv4/resources/1
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zwxhfg8
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/ks2-music/zfv96v4
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 Confidently discuss other simple dimensions of music (pulse, rhythm, pitch, 
tempo, dynamics) and how they fit into the music they are listening to. 

 Listen, appraise and evaluate music and performances in a respectful and 
constructively critical way. 

 

Key stage 2  
Pupils can sing and play musically with increasing confidence and control. They 
develop an understanding of musical composition, organising and manipulating ideas 
within musical structures and reproducing sounds from aural memory.  
Pupils play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, using their voices and 
playing musical instruments with increasing accuracy, fluency, control and 
expression  
Improvise and compose music for a range of purposes using the inter-related 
dimensions of music  
Listen with attention to detail and recall sounds with increasing aural memory  
Use and understand staff and other musical notations  
Appreciate and understand a wide range of high-quality live and recorded music 
drawn from different traditions and from great composers and musicians  
Develop an understanding of the history of music. 

At Greater Depth children: 

 Listen with concentration to a variety of music from different styles, traditions 
and times and place the music in its historical context.  

 Securely and confidently recognise and identify different style indicators and 
different instruments and their sounds. 

 When listening to the music, find and internalise the pulse using movement. 

Understand and explain the pulse and its role as the foundation of music.  

 Use correct musical language confidently to describe the music they are 
listening to and their feelings towards it. 

 Listen, comment on and discuss with confidence, ideas together as a group. 

 Appropriately and confidently discuss other dimensions of music and how they 
fit into the music you are listening to with explanations and examples. 

 Confidently show understanding of the workings of an ensemble / choir, how 
everything fits together.  

 Confidently follow the leader /conductor and have a chance to be the leader / 
conductor - stopping and starting the group. Sing confidently and fluently, 
maintaining an appropriate pulse. Suggest, follow and lead simple 
performance directions. Demonstrate musical quality - eg clear starts, ends of 
pieces / phrases, technical accuracy etc. 

 Confidently and successfully maintain an independent part in a small group. 
 
 
Leadership and Development of Music 
It is the role of the Music subject leader to:  

 provide a strategic lead and direction for Music in school.   

 inspire an enthusiasm for Music and advise staff when necessary 
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 ensure continuity of progression in work across the key stages and coverage 
of the National Curriculum and EYFS 

 write and evaluate an annual action plan which is part of the SDP 
 liaise with linked member of the governing body 
 monitor standards of attainment across the school by analysing samples of 

pupils‛ work, planning, teaching, and any available data 
 maintain portfolios of work 
 manage a budget and update resources and equipment 

 promote and develop ICT in the subject 
 develop a common approach to assessment of Music 
 keep the policy for Music up to date. 
 keep up to date with current developments in Music 

 
Review  
This policy will be reviewed within the next three years or sooner if there is a change 
in the curriculum.  
 Date of policy: November 2021  
Date of review: Autumn 2024 
Author: L Foxwell (Richmond base)  
 
 


