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Happy New Year! We hope that you have all had a lovely Christmas and were able to enjoy spending time with family 

and friends. If you haven’t had a chance yet, please read the welcome letter from Mr Robson, explaining about the 

staff changes in school and welcoming our new members of staff.   

We would like to wish Mr Wells and his wife huge congratulations on the safe arrival of James, just before Christmas.  

All are doing really well, if a little sleep deprived!  

Unfortunately, we are unable to offer clubs for the start of this half term. We are hoping to get them up and running 

soon so please keep an eye  out for the letter to book your child’s place.  
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A MESSAGE FROM MISS HODGES  

CLASS NEWS. A MESSAGE FROM... 

Mrs Duncan and Mrs Kelly 

Nursery have enjoyed sharing their Christmas  adventures this week wit each other. Finding our what Santa brought and how they 

spent the time with their families. They have also be reading the Gingerbread Man and loved decorating Gingerbread Man biscuits. 

The cold weather and ice provided a great opportunity for some investigations!  

Ms Stewart  

Reception have settled back in quickly and have enjoyed getting to know their new TA Mrs Botting. They have enjoyed painting, mix-

ing colours and finding out what happens when you add white.    

Miss Grainger and Mrs Weighell 

In KS1 this week we have had a very exciting launch to our new topic 'capture a pirate'. We had to make ourselves into pirates. We 

made hats, eyepatches , clothing, swords, peg legs, maps, telescopes and hooks. We looked amazing.   

Mrs Foxwell 

The Alder Pack had a great first day back at school with the launch of our new topic 'Inventors and Inventions'. We explored a whole 

range of useful, fun, unusual and baffling inventions and tried to decide on which we thought were the most useful.   We then became 

engineers and took part in a group challenge to create the slowest marble run possible. Lots of team work, creative thinking and per-

severance were needed to do this. Well done on all the 'prototypes' created. We will definitely some back to this challenge!  

Mrs Jackson and Mrs Young 

Year 4/5 have had a fantastic start to the New Year, thinking about New Year, new beginnings. They've been so supportive, helpful 

and welcoming to Mrs Jackson. We launched our topic of Inventors and Explorers with a group task to design and build a bridge. We 

had to see if it could carry a car across the gap, then tested it with weights to see which was the strongest.  We also used our new 

computing knowledge of inputs, outputs and processes to design our own digital devices. It was great to see such creativity and perse-

verance this week. Keep it up!  

Mr Wells 

Mr Wells class have started their inventors topic by researching famous inventors. With the start of a new year, they have also been 

looking at new starts , what they would like to achieve and how they will achieve it.  
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Our ‘Stars of the Week’ for this week are: 

 

Mrs Duncan /Mrs Young(Nursery):   Robyn Mason for her independence and fantastic roly polys!  

Mrs Stewart (Reception): Skyla Marie Lucas for her maturity and independence this week.  

Miss Grainger (Year 1):  Deliah Wright for a fantastic pirate day and her helpfulness to others.  

Mrs Weighell (Year 1/2)):   Ethan Barningham for some excellent descriptions of his pirate costume.  

Mrs Foxwell (Year 3/4): Sebby Marwood  for perseverance in maths to solve calculations successfully  

Mrs Jackson/Mrs Young (Year 4/5): Bonnie Archer for a great start to the New Year and  

showing perseverance  

Mr Wells (Year 5/6):  Maisie Braund for working hard on her biography research.  

A very big well done to you all! 
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Attendance for the Week Beginning the  

13th December 2022 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome back everyone. Here are the     

figures for the last week of term. Well done 

to Year 3-4 who were in on time every day. 

There have been some slight changes to 

the school attendance policy which can be 

viewed on the school website. The main 

change to note is that children will be 

marked late until 9:30. After this time     

children will be marked absent for the     

session unless there are considered to be              

extenuating circumstances.  

Your child’s attendance can be viewed at 

any time through ‘My Child at School’. 

If you have any concerns around         

attendance please do contact me so that 

we can work together to find a solution. 

   
Class   

Percentage 
Attendance  

Total teaching 
time lost due to 
late arrivals   

Recep-
tion   

97.39% 40 mins 

Y1 KG   92.14% 37 mins 
Y1-2 KW   97.58% 25 mins 
Y3-4  LF 91.41% 0 mins 
Y4-5 LW   95.65% 15 mins 
Y5-6 RW   94.62% 5 mins 

Total 94.77% 2 hrs 2 mins 

 



ur FREE SCHOOL MEALS 

 

COOLMILK FOR YEARS 1-6 

If you would like to register your child for school milk this can be done online at www.coolmilk.com.  Please 

note that with effect from 1st January 2022 the price of the milk will increase from 23p to 24p per day. If you 

are currently in receipt of free school meals please contact the school office who will be able to  arrange this 

for you.  

From 1 April 2018 the Government introduced new regulations for people claiming free schools 
meals who receive Universal Credit. The change means that if your net annual earnings are more 
than £7,400 you will not be eligible to claim free school meals. 

Pupils who received free school meals before 1 April 2018 and pupils who are assessed as        
eligible after 1 April 2018 will continue to receive free school meals until the end of the universal 
roll out period, which is expected to be March 2022. This applies even if they no longer meet the 
eligibility criteria at a subsequent point during the roll out period. 

At the end of the Universal Credit roll out period, any existing pupil who no longer meets the   
eligibility criteria will continue to receive free school meals until the end of their current phase 
of education, i.e. primary or secondary school. 

 

Qualifying for free school meals 
To qualify for free school meals you must fulfil one of the following criteria: 

• Universal Credit, provided you have an annual net earned income of no more than £7,400, as 
assessed by earnings from up to three of your most recent assessment periods (£616.67 per 
month); 

• Income Support; 

• Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance; 

• Income-related Employment and Support Allowance; 

• Support under part six of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999; 

• The guarantee element of Pension Credit; 

• Child Tax Credit, provided you are also not entitled to Working Tax Credit and have an annual 
household gross income that does not exceed £16,190 (as assessed by HMRC); or 

• Working Tax Credit run-on, paid for four weeks after you stop qualifying for Working 
Tax Credit. 

Please note that contributions-based benefits, including contribution-related Jobseekers'         
Allowance do not entitle you to claim free school meals. 

Apply for free school meals 
If you meet the criteria, apply by using the application form (docx / 147 KB) 

Applications are usually processed within five working days. You will be notified in writing, either 
by post or email, if your child is entitled and we will also let the school know. You should          
continue to pay until confirmation comes through. Schools may be able to arrange                     
reimbursement of payment made while your entitlement is  being confirmed. Free school meals 
claims cannot be backdated. They are awarded from the date we receive the application, once 
eligibility is confirmed. This is because there is a legal requirement for a request to be made,   
before a free school meal can be provided.  

 

If you are not entitled to free school meals, you will be notified in writing.  

For more information please visit the NYCC website: https://www.northyorks.gov.uk/free-
school-meals 

https://www.northyorks.gov.uk/sites/default/files/fileroot/Education%20and%20learning/School%20meals/FMB1%20-%20FSM%20APPLICATION%20Sept%202020.docx
https://www.northyorks.gov.uk/free-school-meals
https://www.northyorks.gov.uk/free-school-meals

