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A busy week in school this week with lots of fantastic learning taking place, the classrooms have been a hive of activity, 

from biography writing in Year 6 to building house for the three little pigs in Tots.  A number of the classes have been out-

side this week exploring the orienteering course, and will continue to develop these skills over the term. Swimming has 

also started for Mrs Young’s and Mrs Jackson’s Class.   

We have a few confirmed cases of COVID in school, so ask that you remain vigilant and follow government guidelines on 

testing and isolation periods. Please see the letter sent out earlier in the week from Mr Robson with more information. 

This will be updated in line with new government guidelines effective from Monday 17th January.  

Can I remind you that school uniform is either grey trousers or a grey tartan kilt or pinafore (available from school shop). 

Shoes should be black and without a heel.  For PE children should be wearing black shorts or leggings and a white t-shirt. 

Tracksuits can be worn but should be navy or black.  Please keep any jewellery to discreet watches and stud earrings, alt-

hough these will need to be removed for PE lessons.  Thank you for your support with this.  

Wishing you all a wonderful weekend and see you next week.  
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A MESSAGE FROM MISS HODGES  

 

Our ‘Stars of the Week’ for this week are: 

 

Mrs Duncan /Mrs Kelly(Nursery):   Jake Wroe-Brown for always being ready to listen, trying his                           

hardest and always being kind to others.  

Mrs Stewart (Reception):  Oakley Gregory  for his super attitude towards learning   

Miss Grainger (Year 1):  Rory Muir for amazing independence in all his work.  

Mrs Weighell (Year 1/2)):   Livvy Chitty for a superb attitude towards all learning.  

Mrs Foxwell (Year 3/4):  Io  Grant for persevering with mind-boggling multiplication and becoming                     

successful, well done!  

Mrs Jackson/Mrs Young (Year 4/5):  Jake Bogojevic for showing great perseverance and participation                   

in all areas of learning.  

Mr Wells (Year 5/6):  Otis Guy for working incredibly hard on his biography.  

A very big well done to you all! 
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Mrs Duncan and Mrs Kelly 

We have been continuing to focus on The Gingerbread Man, taking part in lots of different challenges based on 

the story, including watching what happens when a Gingerbread Man goes in water. We have also enjoyed role 

playing different characters from the story.  

Ms Stewart  

In Reception this week we have launched our theme ‘Where shall we go today?’ looking at vehicles. This week's 

book has been ‘Oi Get Off our Train!’ We have made shape trains and investigated vehicles on ramps. We have 

thought of lots of  questions about vehicles that we will look to answer over the next few weeks.   

Miss Grainger  

In Year 1 this week we have been looking at maps of Richmond to find the local landmarks and think about 

where pirates maybe hiding. We have also started our RE work, looking at Hinduism.  

Mrs Weighell 

This week we have been talking about safely taking medicine only when an adult gives permission in our PSHE 

lesson. We learnt some tablets do look like sweets but we must never take them and grown ups should keep 

medicines up high, out of reach from children.  

Mrs Foxwell 

We have really got stuck into our new topic and are enjoying learning about inventions that have 

'revolutionised' our lives. We learnt about Alexander Graham Bell, who 

invented the first telephone. It inspired us to make our own telephones 

using string and cups. It was really good fun and amazing to find how well 

we could hear each other in them. We experimented with different 

lengths of string, seeing if it mattered if the string was touching some-

thing else and whether we could 'cross wires' to join in other telephone 

conversations! 

Mrs Jackson and Mrs Young 

Year 4/5 had a great start to the week with their first swimming lesson. They were great ambassadors for the 

school and showed perseverance on the brisk walk back to school. Orienteering was also another highlight to 

the week. Some amazing artwork was created, when they explored digital devices further in computing - recre-

ating Van Gogh's Starry, Starry Night in watercolours and using the paint app. In English, the class have been 

exploring explanation texts, with a little help from Wallace and Gromit. We're looking forward to seeing their 

own cracking contraptions inventions soon! 

Mr Wells 

We have continued our work on biographies, creating some fantastic books on famous inventors such as the 

Wright Brothers and Steve Jobs. We have drawn portraits of them all for our front covers. In Science we have 

been investigation the weight of objects in and out of water, measuring with Newton meters.  

CLASS NEWS. A MESSAGE FROM... 
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Attendance for the Week Beginning  

Attendance for the Week Beginning 
the 3rd January   

 
   
    

 

 

 

 

   
Class   

Percentage 
Attendance  

Total teaching 
time lost due to 
late arrivals   

Recep-
tion   

94.93% 50 mins 

Y1 KG   95.83% 30 mins 

Y1-2 KW   95.95% 46 mins 

Y3-4  LF 94.67% 0 mins 

Y4-5 LW   94.20%  1 mins 

Y5-6 RW   90.91% 0 mins 

Total 94.38% 2 hrs 7 mins 

A short week last week. Well done to Y3-4 and Y5-6 

who all arrived on time. 

We are still aiming for the attendance for every child 

to be above 96%. We do appreciate that covid-19 will 

have had an impact for many families. 

Please remember that you can check your child’s 

attendance quickly and easily through the My Child At 

School app. Tap on the app, and then tap on the three 

horizontal bars. From the menu that appears, select 

Attendance. Here you can see a pie chart of your 

child’s attendance and a figure for their attendance to 

date. 

As always, if you are having any difficulties with late-

ness or attendance please contact me and we will 

work together to find a solution. Have a lovely week-

end. 



ur FREE SCHOOL MEALS 

 

COOLMILK FOR YEARS 1-6 

If you would like to register your child for school milk this can be done online at www.coolmilk.com.  Please 

note that with effect from 1st January 2022 the price of the milk will increase from 23p to 24p per day. If you 

are currently in receipt of free school meals please contact the school office who will be able to  arrange this 

for you.  

From 1 April 2018 the Government introduced new regulations for people claiming free schools 
meals who receive Universal Credit. The change means that if your net annual earnings are more 
than £7,400 you will not be eligible to claim free school meals. 

Pupils who received free school meals before 1 April 2018 and pupils who are assessed as        
eligible after 1 April 2018 will continue to receive free school meals until the end of the universal 
roll out period, which is expected to be March 2022. This applies even if they no longer meet the 
eligibility criteria at a subsequent point during the roll out period. 

At the end of the Universal Credit roll out period, any existing pupil who no longer meets the   
eligibility criteria will continue to receive free school meals until the end of their current phase 
of education, i.e. primary or secondary school. 

 

Qualifying for free school meals 
To qualify for free school meals you must fulfil one of the following criteria: 

• Universal Credit, provided you have an annual net earned income of no more than £7,400, as 
assessed by earnings from up to three of your most recent assessment periods (£616.67 per 
month); 

• Income Support; 

• Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance; 

• Income-related Employment and Support Allowance; 

• Support under part six of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999; 

• The guarantee element of Pension Credit; 

• Child Tax Credit, provided you are also not entitled to Working Tax Credit and have an annual 
household gross income that does not exceed £16,190 (as assessed by HMRC); or 

• Working Tax Credit run-on, paid for four weeks after you stop qualifying for Working 
Tax Credit. 

Please note that contributions-based benefits, including contribution-related Jobseekers'         
Allowance do not entitle you to claim free school meals. 

Apply for free school meals 
If you meet the criteria, apply by using the application form (docx / 147 KB) 

Applications are usually processed within five working days. You will be notified in writing, either 
by post or email, if your child is entitled and we will also let the school know. You should          
continue to pay until confirmation comes through. Schools may be able to arrange                     
reimbursement of payment made while your entitlement is  being confirmed. Free school meals 
claims cannot be backdated. They are awarded from the date we receive the application, once 
eligibility is confirmed. This is because there is a legal requirement for a request to be made,   
before a free school meal can be provided.  

 

If you are not entitled to free school meals, you will be notified in writing.  

For more information please visit the NYCC website: https://www.northyorks.gov.uk/free-
school-meals 

https://www.northyorks.gov.uk/sites/default/files/fileroot/Education%20and%20learning/School%20meals/FMB1%20-%20FSM%20APPLICATION%20Sept%202020.docx
https://www.northyorks.gov.uk/free-school-meals
https://www.northyorks.gov.uk/free-school-meals

