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Dear Friends, Parents and Carers, 

I have just come out of our Collective Worship and Star of The Week Certificate giving. Well, to be honest it should be 

done and dusted in about twenty minutes but today it took nearly 45 minutes due to the huge number of brilliant workers 

we’ve had in school this week. We had thirty children with their Star of the week Certificates, 24 children with their       

certificates for representing the school at the PE festival, A Pen Licence and also at least ten children Dojo Certificates. 

Well done every one of them!! 

This week we are starting a new feature: ‘What I do outside School’. We know that there are loads of children who do 

great things outside of school that are really great to share with everyone. It could be something unusual, special, creative 

or sporty! In fact, there are no rules just send your photos into school via the admin email with an explanation and we will 

choose a few to share each week. We are starting with two great ones below!  

The festive season is now truly upon us with only two weeks left of school, our children have a great run in to the end of 

the term on Friday 16th December. You will receive or already have received a reminder of what’s on. I’m really looking 

forward to seeing many of you in school, you are in for a real treat! 

Reminder we have the book swap near the office at the front of school, there’s books for everyone including adults on the 

shelves. We are keeping it inside now as the books were getting damp in the foggy weather we’ve had recently. Don’t be 

afraid to come and swap a book!  

Finally, I did say we will look at the situation with the football if and when England reached the knockout stages. They   

unfortunately they beat Wales but I won’t hold that against them. Obviously, they play on Sunday this week but if they get 

through the next game might fall in school time, if that is the case we will ask the children who’d like to watch and put it 

on in school. I’ve tried looking at the possibilities but can not find the programme past the next game.  

Have a great weekend! 

Grant Hopkins 
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A MESSAGE FROM MR HOPKINS 

Our ‘Stars of the Week’ for this week are: 

Mrs Duncan /Mrs Kelly (Nursery):  Iyla, Maeve, Betty and Thelma. 

Ms Stewart (Reception): Norah, Theo, Isla, Caelan and Poppy 

Mrs Fidler (Year 1): Oliver, Ida, Tyler, Jack and Alexia 

Mrs Weighell (Year 2): Gracie H, Grace A, Eleanor, Owen and Ronan 

Mrs Foxwell/Mrs Young (Year 3/4): Charlie, Freddy, Joe, Paige and Jack R 

Mrs Jackson (Year 4/5): Sebby, Riley, Rhys, Harry and Dexter 

Mr Wells (Year 5/6): Auley, Ethan, Bonnie and Archie 

A very big well done to you all! 
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CLASS NEWS. A MESSAGE FROM... 

Mrs Duncan and Mrs Kelly:  Yipeee Its the countdown to Christmas. We have learnt about the Nativity this week 
and how Mary and Jesus travelled to Bethlehem.  We used some toys to tell the story. The highlight of the week 
was definitely 'The Snow Must Go On'. Our stay and play session where children watched a very hands on       
performance with their parents and grandparents and then came down to our classroom for a range of activities 
from owl making to throwing hoops on reindeers. A big thank you to Friends for funding the performance. We 
ended the week with Dear Santa unwrapping gifts. 

Stewarts Starfish: We have had a great week in Reception, the highlight was the stay and play session on Thurs-

day, in which a number of parents, carers and younger siblings attended. The afternoon concluded with a fantas-

tic winter Christmas show, in which we saw a rapping reindeer, Frosty the snowman and had a bumpy sleigh 

ride. We even got covered in snow! The children have also enjoyed learning more about The World Cup, and 

how England last won in 1966. The children were shocked that the match was shown in black and white. The 

children have also shared their achievements and talents with the class, we have rugby and football players, 

swimmers, gymnasts, cheerleaders and ballerinas, such a talented bunch of children.  

Mrs Fidler: This week we have been making Christmas decorations. The children have been working really hard 

on making stars and trees. We are really excited about our nativity performances and are looking forward to 

showing you a star performance. In Maths this week we have continued with fact families and number bonds to 

10. The children have enjoyed using unifix, numicon and other concrete resources to explore these. We have   

also discussed in detail about kindness and what the children think it means and what does it mean to be a good 

friend. We have had some lovely discussions with the children.  

Weighell’s Woodpeckers  We are super excited for next weeks nativity performances and we are getting really 

good at saying our lines loud and clear. This week we have described Father Christmas using some adjectives 

during literacy and Christmas has sprung in the classroom with our festive decorations. We have also begun our 

topic on 2D and 3d shapes. We have been remembering and learning their names and thinking of how many 

sides 2D shapes have. We have also been busy making Christmas decorations too.   

The Young Fox Cubs:  We have had a great week in Y3/4, the highlight of the week must surely be Tuesday when 

we had 2 textile artists come in and teach us how to make felt. Every child in the class has made their very own 

felt Norman style coin purse, for very special coins...! Whilst half the class were felting, the rest learnt about the 

Bayeux Tapestry, which tells the story of the Battle of Hastings through stitched pictures on a very long piece of 

cloth. The children have created their own stunning, detailed version which they can’t wait to put on display for 

all to see. As well as this the children have worked hard to plan, draft and write the middle of their castle         

adventure stories. Oh, and we have squeezed in time for assessments and Christmas decorations too!   

Jackson’s Jaguars: We’ve had a wonderful week in Jaguars. Tuesday was definitely a highlight, going to see the 

Alice in Wonderland panto at Richmond School. We especially loved it when the dame picked on Mrs Jackson! It 

was really inspiring for the children to see all the actors, musicians and dancers perform. It’s beginning to look at 

lot like Christmas. We’ve been busy elves making Christmas decorations for the church and the hall. We’ve also 

worked super hard on our assessment booklets and really impressed with progress made.  We’ve also enjoyed 

making a 7 times table museum, working hard on our reasoning and problem-solving skills.  

Wells’ Wolves: A very hardworking week in Y5/6 as we have completed our end of term assessments. Children’s 

hard work is clearly paying off as the results are looking fantastic! We celebrated today with a Christmassy feel 

as we decorated the class, our hoop for the hall and completed out Church decorations. In amongst a busy week, 

we also had lots of children out at Richmond School’s Athletics Tournament. A huge well done to everyone who 

took part.    
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Attendance for the Week Beginning 21st November 2022   

Dates for your diary 

Please check your emails and MCAS for a 

letter which includes all the following diary 

dates and more information on each event. 

 

Thursday 8th December - KS1 (Years 1 & 2)

Christmas Performance 2:15pm and 6pm  

Friday 9th December - Friends Christmas       

Funday  

Monday 12th December -  Reception Christmas     

Performance 2:45pm 

Tuesday 13th December - Year 1 - 6 to Georgian 

Theatre to see Pinocchio 

 Wednesday 14th December  - Christmas Fun 

Day 

Wednesday 14th December  - KS2 Carols 

3:30pm 

Friday 16th December – Christmas Service in 

Church 9:30am 

Friday 16th December  - School finishes for       

Christmas 

Wednesday 4th January - School re opens 

What we do out of school  

Sharing and celebrating great stories from the children 

about activities they do outside of school 

   
Class   

Percentage 
Attendance  

Total teaching 
time lost due to 
late arrivals   

Reception   87.37% 0 mins 

Y1 KG   93.68% 1 hr 4 mins 

Y 2 KW   93.33% 0 mins 

Y3-4  LF 83.64% 20 mins 

Y4-5 JJ/JY  94.33% 35 mins 

Y5-6 RW   86.25% 0 mins 

Total 89.98% 1 hr 59 mins 

Well done to Reception, Year 2 and Year 5-6 for your timely 

arrivals this week. It makes a big difference to children if they 

arrive regularly on time. It sets them up for working patterns in 

later life but also means that they don’t miss out on any of the 

learning for that day. 

The sickness bug impacted our attendance figures again this 

week. Let’s hope we see the back of it soon.  We have a new 

winner for the weekly attendance award – Year 4-5. Well done 

all of you. 

Enjoy the weekend everyone. 23 more sleeps until Christmas! 

Charlie in year 3 got to 

meet Tim Peake recently. 

Charlie has wanted to be 

an astronaut since he was 

tiny and had a fantastic 

night meeting Tim. 

Leland in year 4       

received a special 

award for competing 

at the Richmond 

Equestrian Centre  
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              School Uniform Swap    
It is getting to that time of year when some children are already starting to out-grow their uniform! How does it happen so fast? As a 

school, we would like to build up a bank of our own second-hand school uniform. The long-term goal is to have enough uniform for 

parents to be able to swap uniform that is too small for the next size up or purchase uniform for a small donation. Any money raised 

will be given to friends at the end of the school year. As yet, we do not have enough uniform to do this. 

Going forward, if you have any uniform, still in a reasonable condition, that your child has out grown of, and you would be happy to 

donate, it would be very gratefully received. Any items can be given to the class teacher or handed in at the office.  

If you are interest in second-hand uniform please ask Mrs Partridge or the office who will be able to see if we have anything in the 

correct size. Please also remember that the Influence Church also have a store of second-hand uniform and might be worth con-

tacting if there is nothing suitable in school. 



ur FREE SCHOOL MEALS 

From 1 April 2018 the Government introduced new regulations for people claiming free schools 
meals who receive Universal Credit. The change means that if your net annual earnings are more 
than £7,400 you will not be eligible to claim free school meals. 

Pupils who received free school meals before 1 April 2018 and pupils who are assessed as        
eligible after 1 April 2018 will continue to receive free school meals until the end of the universal 
roll out period, which is expected to be March 2022. This applies even if they no longer meet the 
eligibility criteria at a subsequent point during the roll out period. 

At the end of the Universal Credit roll out period, any existing pupil who no longer meets the   
eligibility criteria will continue to receive free school meals until the end of their current phase 
of education, i.e. primary or secondary school. 

 

Qualifying for free school meals 
To qualify for free school meals you must fulfil one of the following criteria: 

• Universal Credit, provided you have an annual net earned income of no more than £7,400, as 
assessed by earnings from up to three of your most recent assessment periods (£616.67 per 
month); 

• Income Support; 

• Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance; 

• Income-related Employment and Support Allowance; 

• Support under part six of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999; 

• The guarantee element of Pension Credit; 

• Child Tax Credit, provided you are also not entitled to Working Tax Credit and have an annual 
household gross income that does not exceed £16,190 (as assessed by HMRC); or 

• Working Tax Credit run-on, paid for four weeks after you stop qualifying for Working 
Tax Credit. 

Please note that contributions-based benefits, including contribution-related Jobseekers'         
Allowance do not entitle you to claim free school meals. 

Apply for free school meals 
If you meet the criteria, apply by using the application form (docx / 147 KB) 

Applications are usually processed within five working days. You will be notified in writing, either 
by post or email, if your child is entitled and we will also let the school know. You should          
continue to pay until confirmation comes through. Schools may be able to arrange                     
reimbursement of payment made while your entitlement is  being confirmed. Free school meals 
claims cannot be backdated. They are awarded from the date we receive the application, once 
eligibility is confirmed. This is because there is a legal requirement for a request to be made,   
before a free school meal can be provided.  

 

If you are not entitled to free school meals, you will be notified in writing.  

For more information please visit the NYCC website: https://www.northyorks.gov.uk/free-

COOLMILK FOR YEARS 1-6 

If you would like to register your child for school milk this can be done online at www.coolmilk.com.  Please 

note that with effect from 1st January 2022 the price of the milk will increase from 23p to 24p per day. If you 

are currently in receipt of free school meals please contact the school office who will be able to  arrange this 

for you.  

Children currently in FS1 and FS2 already receive free school milk in school. 

https://www.northyorks.gov.uk/sites/default/files/fileroot/Education%20and%20learning/School%20meals/FMB1%20-%20FSM%20APPLICATION%20Sept%202020.docx
https://www.northyorks.gov.uk/free-school-meals

