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Dear Friends, Parents and Carers, 

It has been a great week here at school, I started the week welcoming Governors into school to do a learning walk on Church            

Distinctiveness. This was the first opportunity for two of our School Leaders to join myself and the governors on a walk around school 

looking at the special features that make Trinity Academy Richmond a Church School. The two children were superb and give some real 

insightful contributions to the discussions that went on. The other Leaders in Year 6 then joined Reverend Martin Fletcher to speak 

about their role and the training they are doing through the Archbishop’s Leadership Programme.  

Then on Wednesday evening I had the pleasure of spending a wonderful few hours at St Mary’s Church in Richmond in the company of 

our very tuneful Key Stage 2 Choir. We were one of the five Richmond Schools asked to perform at the Mayor’s Christmas Carol      

Concert. Well, for those of you present I think you’d agree our children were amazing! A few children down from rehearsal but with 

great enthusiasm the children sang superbly. Thank you to Mrs Foxwell for your great efforts in bringing the children’s talents to the 

fore. 

Yesterday was a treat for the eyes and ears, it was great seeing the nativity being brought to life by our year 1 and 2 children. They 

have worked so hard, learning the lines, remembering where to go and singing all the songs without a prompt sheet or words on a 

screen. In such a short time I’ve learnt that our children at Trinity Academy Richmond are fantastic singers, their enthusiasm and no 

end of talent really does stand out. It was great to see so many Parents, grandparents and supporters of our children there yesterday 

afternoon and evening. 

Finally, a big thank you to the Friends of Trinity Academy Richmond. They have supported our children brilliantly this week. Their hot 

dinks and mince pies were a welcome addition to the KS1 performance and today’s support for the special Christmas day for the      

children really was superb. There were so many smiling children enjoying their films in their PJ’s this afternoon. Just a quick reminder 

their hamper raffle is ongoing as is their Christmas quiz. Great fun for those quiet times! The Raffle is drawn on Wednesday after the  

KS2 Carol performance good luck! 

Next week is my last at school, thank you so much for the support I’ve received since I arrived back in October. I hope to catch many of 

you in person next week before or after school. 

Enjoy a frosty but hopefully dry weekend! 

Grant Hopkins 

Friday 9th December 2022                                                               Autumn  Term - Issue 12 

School Newsletter 
Trinity Academy Richmond 

Proud to be a Church of England Academy 

A MESSAGE FROM MR HOPKINS 

Our ‘Stars of the Week’ for this week are: 

Mrs Duncan /Mrs Kelly (Nursery):  Tommy, Betsy, Dakota, Jessica and Freddie 

Ms Stewart (Reception): Millie, Raife, Charlie and Theo 

Mrs Fidler (Year 1): Theo, Corey, Finn, Lily and Caileb 

Mrs Weighell (Year 2): Emily, Evie, Finlay, Lola and Freddie 

Mrs Foxwell/Mrs Young (Year 3/4): Freddie, Morgan, Scarlett, Charlie and Joshua 

Mrs Jackson (Year 4/5): Rhys, Evie-Mae, Grace, Dexter and Chase 

Mr Wells (Year 5/6): Malakai, Theo, Maisie, Leila and Nikki 

A very big well done to you all! 
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CLASS NEWS. A MESSAGE FROM... 

Mrs Duncan and Mrs Kelly:  This week in nursery we had a visit from the Kindness elf. We had to do something 
kind and decided to make a snowman for the local Nursing Home. We have had great fun exploring lots of   
different baubles (balls) in PE and were challenged to roll, catch and throw them. Highlight of the week was    
coming in to school in our PJs on Friday, we read the story Stickman, went to find our own Stickman and then 
enjoyed watching Stickman whist eating biscuits.  

Stewarts Starfish: This week in Reception we started the run up to Christmas with a visit from baby Sybil,        

Jenson’s 6week old baby sister. This helped to start further investigations into the story of the birth of Jesus 

Christ. The children had to take care of baby dolls in the class, from bathing them to winding them. The children 

thought about how life has changed from babies not having nappies to having to sleep in cattle beds to the     

present day, where we have prams and disposable nappies. The children have looked at the characters in the 

nativity story and re-enacted this. We have also started to write letters to Santa and carried out a number of 

Christmas crafts. Then what a truly magical way to end the week, wearing our pyjamas and watching a movie. 

Thank you to Friends.    

Fidler’s Falcons: What a fantastic week we’ve had. I am so proud of all of the children for the fantastic Nativity       

performances. The singing with makaton signs where brilliant and all the children worked hard to learn the signs 

and songs. This week we have been writing some letters to Santa and we also recounted the Christmas story and 

had fun talking about how much it reminded them of the Nativity! We had a fantastic afternoon watching a   

movie and eating biscuits in our pyjamas. Thank you to Friends for organising a fun afternoon.    

Weighell’s Woodpeckers  What a wonderful week we have had in year 2. I have been so proud of every child in 

our Nativity. For children ages 6 and 7 they were confident saying all lines and were truly amazing singers. This 

week to complement our play we recounted the Christmas story and wrote some amazing facts. Well done     

everyone. We have thoroughly enjoyed our pyjama and movie day. Thank you to Trinity friends for organising 

such a fun afternoon.  

The Young Fox Cubs:  What a great end to the week! Not only did we get to wear pyjamas and watch a movie, 

but we got to share our topic work with parents and carers. Doing a French Norman dance in pyjamas may not 

be authentic, but, we still had fun! We got to take home our felted Norman purses too. Thank you so much to 

The Friends for funding our workshop to make these. We finished writing our Castle Adventure stories too this 

week and have enjoyed reading each others. Next time you are out walking around the castle walls, look out for 

a mysterious key or stone... you never know what might happen if you touch it!  

Jackson’s Jaguars: We have been working hard to practise our songs for our Carol Service next Wednesday, as 

well as learning a poem for it too. We really enjoyed watching the KS1 Nativity. In maths we’ve been exploring 

the 11 and 12 times table, as well as square and cube numbers. We really enjoyed using peg boards and cubes to 

create these. We’ve especially enjoyed our pyjama and movie day. A big thank you to the Friends of Trinity for 

organising and supplying us with the delicious treats.  

Wells’ Wolves: In Y5/6 we have finished our legends that were based in the Richmond of years gone by. We 

have practiced our hymns for next week’s KS2 carol Concert. In PSHE we learnt about the dangers of smoking – 

were amazed by the old fashioned smoking adverts from the 1950s and 60s. In the end, we decided to create 

our own anti-smoking posters! In PE we enjoyed playing bench-ball. We were also thrilled to see the KS1 Nativity 

Dress Rehearsal. In RE, we debated whether or not the real meaning of Christmas has been lost. In the end, we 

decided to listen to Rachael who argued that Christmas should also celebrate Jesus’ life and teachings, not just 

the story of his birth. Finally, we have enjoyed Christmas Fun-day with a movie (Nativity), a colouring competi-

tion, hot chocolate and biscuits! THANK YOU FRIENDS FOR ORGANISING!   
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Attendance for the Week Beginning 28th November 2022   

Dates for your diary 

Please check your emails and MCAS reg-

ularly for further information on all of 

the following events. 

 

Monday 12th December -  Reception 

Christmas Performance 2:45pm 

Tuesday 13th December - Year 1 - 6 to 

Georgian Theatre to see Pinocchio 

 Wednesday 14th December  - Christmas 

Fun Day 

Wednesday 14th December  - KS2 Carols 

3:30pm 

Friday 16th December – Christmas       

Service in Church 9:30am 

Friday 16th December  - School finishes 

for       Christmas 

Wednesday 4th January - School            

re opens 

What we do out of school  

Sharing and celebrating great stories from the children 

about activities they do outside of school 

Addison in year 6 

plays Rugby for 

Mowden and last 

weekend he got Man 

of the Match.  

 

   
Class   

Percentage 
Attendance  

Total teaching 
time lost due to 
late arrivals   

Reception   86.98% 0 mins 
Y1 KG   94.21% 0 mins 

Y 2 KW   93.67% 0 mins 

Y3-4  LF 92.73% 12 mins 

Y4-5 JJ/JY  93.47% 12 mins 

Y5-6 RW   86.67% 15 mins 

Total 91.42% 39 mins 

Well done to Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 for your timeliness 

this week. 

Those pesky sickness bugs are still around and keeping our 

attendance below where we would like it. Again, the winner 

of our ‘Weekly Attendance Award’ is year 1. Well done you 

guys. 

Only 16 more sleeps to Christmas! I am getting excited. Have 

a lovely weekend everyone. 

 

Representatives from Key Stage 2 along with Mrs 

Foxwell performed 2 songs at the Mayor’s Concert this 

week, they    represented  our school brilliantly. 
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              School Uniform Swap    
It is getting to that time of year when some children are already starting to out-grow their uniform! How does it happen so fast? As a 

school, we would like to build up a bank of our own second-hand school uniform. The long-term goal is to have enough uniform for 

parents to be able to swap uniform that is too small for the next size up or purchase uniform for a small donation. Any money raised 

will be given to friends at the end of the school year. As yet, we do not have enough uniform to do this. 

Going forward, if you have any uniform, still in a reasonable condition, that your child has out grown of, and you would be happy to 

donate, it would be very gratefully received. Any items can be given to the class teacher or handed in at the office.  

If you are interest in second-hand uniform please ask Mrs Partridge or the office who will be able to see if we have anything in the 

correct size. Please also remember that the Influence Church also have a store of second-hand uniform and might be worth con-



ur FREE SCHOOL MEALS 

From 1 April 2018 the Government introduced new regulations for people claiming free schools 
meals who receive Universal Credit. The change means that if your net annual earnings are more 
than £7,400 you will not be eligible to claim free school meals. 

Pupils who received free school meals before 1 April 2018 and pupils who are assessed as        
eligible after 1 April 2018 will continue to receive free school meals until the end of the universal 
roll out period, which is expected to be March 2022. This applies even if they no longer meet the 
eligibility criteria at a subsequent point during the roll out period. 

At the end of the Universal Credit roll out period, any existing pupil who no longer meets the   
eligibility criteria will continue to receive free school meals until the end of their current phase 
of education, i.e. primary or secondary school. 

 

Qualifying for free school meals 
To qualify for free school meals you must fulfil one of the following criteria: 

• Universal Credit, provided you have an annual net earned income of no more than £7,400, as 
assessed by earnings from up to three of your most recent assessment periods (£616.67 per 
month); 

• Income Support; 

• Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance; 

• Income-related Employment and Support Allowance; 

• Support under part six of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999; 

• The guarantee element of Pension Credit; 

• Child Tax Credit, provided you are also not entitled to Working Tax Credit and have an annual 
household gross income that does not exceed £16,190 (as assessed by HMRC); or 

• Working Tax Credit run-on, paid for four weeks after you stop qualifying for Working 
Tax Credit. 

Please note that contributions-based benefits, including contribution-related Jobseekers'         
Allowance do not entitle you to claim free school meals. 

Apply for free school meals 
If you meet the criteria, apply by using the application form (docx / 147 KB) 

Applications are usually processed within five working days. You will be notified in writing, either 
by post or email, if your child is entitled and we will also let the school know. You should          
continue to pay until confirmation comes through. Schools may be able to arrange                     
reimbursement of payment made while your entitlement is  being confirmed. Free school meals 
claims cannot be backdated. They are awarded from the date we receive the application, once 
eligibility is confirmed. This is because there is a legal requirement for a request to be made,   
before a free school meal can be provided.  

 

If you are not entitled to free school meals, you will be notified in writing.  

For more information please visit the NYCC website: https://www.northyorks.gov.uk/free-

COOLMILK FOR YEARS 1-6 

If you would like to register your child for school milk this can be done online at www.coolmilk.com.  Please 

note that with effect from 1st January 2022 the price of the milk will increase from 23p to 24p per day. If you 

are currently in receipt of free school meals please contact the school office who will be able to  arrange this 

for you.  

Children currently in FS1 and FS2 already receive free school milk in school. 

https://www.northyorks.gov.uk/sites/default/files/fileroot/Education%20and%20learning/School%20meals/FMB1%20-%20FSM%20APPLICATION%20Sept%202020.docx
https://www.northyorks.gov.uk/free-school-meals

